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The DYING INJUNCTION. 


Thar period, Frederick, is now 
« arrived to me which mult arrive to all 
« Death hoyers o'er my pillow, and ſoon 


« will ſtrike the blow that will take me 


« from thee for ever Vet does he not 


— 


« inſpire me with terror -I behold him N 


« with compoſure ; and with gratitude 


« reſign my ſoul to its Creator, for 
© having ſpared my life fo long—for = 


* having ſpared it to ſee my ſon every 


"vc thing a mother's. fondneſs could wiſh 
; ke * him—Oh, Frederick, thou haſt reyes 


SA 
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« with roſes my path to eternity [ne- 
« ver haſt thou given me pain, never 
« haſt thou diſregarded my advice! 
« Heaven will bleſs theefor it Nor 
« is the bleſſing ſmall that attends a 
« dutiful child—Perſevere, therefore, my 
« Frederick, in the path of Virtue Af 
t thou deſerteſt not her, ſhe will not 
« deſert thee lt is the dying injunEtion 
* of thy mother and I know thou wilt 
** not forget it. My penſioners, let 
4 them not want—and now let me em- 
bbrace thefor the laſt time—God of 
24F ä his infinite mercy bleſs - protect _ 
Frederick my 

=: r It was the dying injunQion of a mo- 
1 tber to her only ſon— She would have 
Hs added fome few words' more—her voice 
failed ber—a gentle ſigh eſcaped—She 
fixed her expreſſive eyes with. ineffable 
8 fondneſs on her weeping Frederick— 
1 cloſed them and the flame of life that 
+5808 Ih Fed but languid round the heart was 
eee ſor ever. 
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 NectssARY INFORMATION. 


F REDERICK ARLEY, whole Me- 
moirs, many, no doubt, will ſay, I have 


ventured with more raſhneſs, than prus, 
dence to write, was at the death of his 
mother in his twenty»ſecond year—of a: 
good height—well proportioned—and. 
with a countenance in which there was 


a certain ſoftneſs of irreſiſtible . effect. 


His father had died when he was very 
young, who was originally. a merchant 


in the city, and worth conſiderably more 
than a plumb. 
culative ſcheme detached him from. all 
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A failure in ſome ſpe - 


* 


= AX 


ſolved to ſettle his affairs and retire.— 
A compact eſtate, with a good manſion 
on it, being to be ſold he bought it 
and retired thither— Retirement, how- 
ever it pleaſed him in the theoretical 
view, did not agree with him at all in 
practiee— That and his diſappointment 
in a favourite ſcheme brought on a ra- 
pid decline which ſoon put an end to 
his exiſtence. ney 

The care of our Hero's ad 
now fell on his mother—She did not 
neglect it—Her whole ſtudy was how to 
improve and to make him what ſhe 
wiſhed—Her,endeavours were crowned 


wich ſucceſs, and Frederick was, as 


has been before ſaid; every thing a mo- 
ther, anxious for the welfare of her 


ſon, could have deſired. 
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C HAPT ER I 


TRIBUTE of GRATITUDE: 


Tun death of bis 0 e pa- 
rent Frederick felt moſt ſenſibly He 
had loſt not only an indulgent mother, 
but a moſt tender friend. Nor was his 
alone the loſs— Her virtzes were not 
conſined they were diffuſed to all 
Not a dry eye was ſeen in the whole 
village at her death — Every one 


mourned, becauſe every one had ex, 


perienced her kindneſs. 4 BY 
It now remained for him to pay the | 


laſt tribute of duty and affeQtion to her % . 


memory to attend her remains and de- 


x 
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poſit them in the laſt manſion of morta- 
„ lity—the grave. 
Six old men, who had been her pen- 
. Honers, intreated earneſtly to carry her 
to the grave—their requeſt was granted 
The mournful proceſſion, as the bell. 
tolled twelve, began—The corple borne 
on the ſhoulders of weeping age led the 
way—Frederick, as chief mourner, fol- 
lowed—An innumerable concourſe of 
"people, two and two, walked next and 
cloſed the proceſſion—The Miniſter be- 
gan the awe-inſpiring ſervice of the 
daiead— he ſtopped in the middle, un- 
able to prdteed—raiſed his eyes to 
Heaven dropped a tear on the book, 
and with a voice often interrupted by 
ſigbs went on—When it was finiſhed, 
Frederick caſt a laſt look on the coffin 
—every one did the ſame—The ſexton 
"even ſeemed unwilling to hide it from 
_— human fight for ever—He pauſed— 
leant on his ſpade—caſt a mournful look 


anf Io 


into the grave, and ſlowly performed 
the duties of his office. 

He muſt indeed be a ſtranger to 
every ſenſation of ſenſibility, who can 
| hear the ſervice of the dead at the awe- 
ful hour of midnight, without any emo- 
tion or melancholy refle&tions—I hope 
I have no readers of that deſcription. | 
But if to a hearer only it be thus af- 
ſecting, what ſenſations muſt it not have 
occaſioned in the en of the = | 
Frederick. | 3 
In a paroxyſm of griaß⸗ he ill wan- 
dered about, unknowing where he went 
and unable to return home, The village 
clock ſtruck one At the ſolemn, found 
he ſtarted, and found himſelf near the 
church- yard. He reſolved to proceed 
to his mother's grave and bedew it with 
his tears again He was not far from it, 


when raiſing his head, he beheld by the bo 2 1 


feeble light of a lanthorn, an old man 
n by the ſide of nth Thou art 
— 834 . 80 bone! 


8 AR L E V. 
gone dear revered benefa or, faid | 


* he in a mournful tone, for ever gone! 
Thy voice that ſpoke comfort to the 
'« afflicted ſhall be heard no more 
« Thy hand that was wont to releive the 
-« diſtreſſed ſhall never be ſtretched 
e forth again !—Thou art dead—Yet 
«thy virtues, thy remembrance ſhall 
r never die—The power of time ſhall 
not waſte away the memory of them, 
u for they are graven on the hearts of 
s every one—Soon ſhall he, who now 
| pays thee this humble, poor tribute 
» be no more—worn by age and afflic- 
tion, ſoonihall the grave receive him 
Vet the ſweet hope of again be- 
holding thee in another world, ſhall 
© render his laſt moments happy and 
* contented.” | 
Frederick was deeply affeted—his 
emotions were agonizing — he wept 
aloud— The old man ſtarted—walking 
up to him, our hero took hold of his 
LES: © 1 hand 
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hand, and preſſed it with affection 
© Be not alarmed, ſaid he, it is the 
« ſon of that dear departed woman who 
ce now {peaks to you—Be comforted— 


Y 


The aſſiſtance, my dear mother af- 


« forded you, her ſon ſhall not with- 
hold He will endeavour to make 
* you happy, and to render the even- 
ing of your life comfortable 200 


« eaſy.“ 
The ould man tried to 8 155 


| thanks, but it was impoſſible—he could -- 


only weep them—Pained to. exceſs by 
the ſcene he had juſt beheld, Frederick 
preſſed the aged mcurner's hand, and 
bidding him adieu, returned home with 
flow and mournful ſteps. 2 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The FAREWELL. 


Tu death of his mother created a 
vacuum in the heart of Frederick which 
nothing could fill every room every 
picture the trees the flowers, ſeemed 
io remind him of his lofs, and to mourn 
it themſelves—He found himſelf very 
unwell, and obliged to have recourſe to 
the advice of a phyfician—His diſorder 
having been brought on by a dejection 
of ſpirits; it was the advice of the phy- 
ſician that he ſhould ſpend the Winter 
in the metropolis, as partaking of its 
amuſements might alleviate, if not en- 
tirely diſſipate his grief. This ad- 


vice, 


4X AER 4 


vice, though contrary to his inclination, 


he reſolved to purſue. The day before 


his departure, he determined to take leave 
of his mother's penſioners, who lived in 


neat little alms houſes eretted by her, 


with a chapel in the middle of them, 


where the eldeſt penſioner 1 read ener 


twice a day. 


When F rederick abi 7% ts they 


were at prayers; he interrupted them not, 
but joined in their, devotions. 


After they werefiniſhed, * My friends, 


« {aid he, I am come to bid you fare- 
e well, to-morrow I leave you, but 


« could not think of going before. I. 


« had paid you a farewell viſit. Do not 
« ſuppoſe, my good friends, that my de- 


« parture will occaſion any alteration in 
« your circumſtances, or in the mode of 


« living my dear mother eſtablſhed—TI, 


t aſſure you not—1I will take care that 


« the kindneſs ſhe ſhewed to you ſhall 
« be continued Moe thould 
B.6 IM a any 
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any of you be afflicted by ſickneſe, 1 
4 have diretted an Apothecary in the 
& village to attend and give you every 
es thing neceſſary for your recovery, 
« until my return. 
The old men were all much affected 
—they approached reſpeAfully to bid 
him adieu,- he took them each by the 
hand—The old man, whom Frederick 
had beheld at his mother's grave, ſeem- 
ed more moved than the reſt The big 
tear rolled down his furrowed cheeks 
—he preſſed affettionately the hand of 
Frederick; Adieu! good young gen- 
« tleman ; worthy fon of a beloved mo- 
« ther, in all probability I ſhall not be- 
«Hold you more.——Oh! Sir, you are 
going to a place of temptation, where 
many will try to lead you from the 
ce path of virtue, will try to obliterate 
_ «The - ſalutary inſtruttions of that good 
« woman, but dear Sir, remember you 


60 have a mother in Heaven, her watch- 
Ts 40 & ful 
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e ful eye may ſtin perhaps be on you, 
« and think, oh! think, what grief it 
« vill be to her, to ſee her dear ſon de- 
e parting from her inſtruQions.—For- 
« give the preſumption of an old man 
« Adieu, dear Sir, once more —and oh! 
* (dropping down on his knees) may 
« God dire& you in your pilgrimage 
ve through this world.” 

The remaining part of the day our 
hero employed in adjuſting the con- 
cerns of his houſehold and his eſtate. 

The old ſervants he retained, and dif 
charged ſuch as were not immediately 
neceſſary, or who had not been any 
length of time in the family, except 
one, whom, from a faithful attachment; he 
retained to attend him, and with whom, 
he the next morning quitted the man- 
ſion of his parents to viſit the gay ſcenes 
of che metropolis, ah 


n 
rr 
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CHAPTER V. 


Ciry ReLaTIONs. 


F RED ERICK, immediately on his ar- 
rival in Town, thought it his duty to 
pay his reſpetcts to his father's brother, 
an eminent merchant in the City. Af- 


ter having made ſome alteration in his 
| . he ſtepp'd into a hackney coach, 
and drove to Mincing-Lane—upon en- 
gquiring for Mr. Jonathan Arley, he was 


ſhewn into his office being deeply en- 
gaged over ſome account books, Fre- 
derick ſat there near half-an-hour with- 


N out the leaſt attention being paid to him 
by his uncle —at length the old man pul- 


ng off his * and laying down 
his 


x 


„. 
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bis pen, locked up his deſł Frederick 
ventured now to addreſs him the old 
gentleman, whoſe ideas were fixed oen 
ſome nice arithmetical calculation, and 
who knew not till now that any one was 
in the room, raiſed his eyes, and with a 
hideous ftare of aſtoniſhment fixed them 
on his nephew—*« Hem—young man, 
ee what is your buſineſs” with me? you 
ce dont want to borrow money I hope?“ 

« No, Sir, replied our hero, I came to 
« enquire after your —— and to en 4 
«my reſpetts to you.” - 

« Eh! (rejoined the old man, ſur- 3 
« veying Frederick all the while from 
« head to foot, with a ſcrutinizing 
„ eye, as if he doubted the truth 
« of what he ſaid) to pay your re- 
« ſpects to me, what reſpe&t do you 
. 

« Sir, replied our hero, I am the fon 
« of your brother; your nephew.” 
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Oh! "what Noll's ſon?—well, well, 


& 1 am glad to ſee you—ſo you are 
* maſter of a fine fortune? aye, take 


* care how you ſpend it — its dinner 


time, come, you ſhall dine with us— 
„Eh! how much are . . Ne- 


«phew?” ?- 


Why, Sir, my father wY me on 


* thoufand pounds a year; and by my 
« mother's death, her Jointure of ſeven 


- ed m. a ver bas fallen to 


* me.” 
A very fine fortune, W take 


& care of it — what, 1 ſuppoſe you 
have no thoughts of venturing it in 


4 trade?“ 31 
l ſee no reaſon, (replied Frederick) 


& why 1 ſhould entertain ſach ideas.” 


* And why not? how did your father 


« get it all? eh! but by trade But 
, dinner win be cold, — without wait- 
ing. to ſay any more, the old man 


hobbled into the dining- room, 1 
our 


AR LET. 


dur hero to follow him or not at his plea- 
ſure. Frederick, on entering the room, 
beheld a young man and an:overgrown _ 
girl already ſeated at table, and helping 
themſelves with a ”_=_ deal of nn 
ſatis faction. 
Our hero s entrance mene gg 
their ardour, they both ſate ſtaring 
with a ſtupid aſtoniſhment, without 
thinking it at all neceſſary to aſk him to 
be ſeated. « What the devil are the 
_< fools gaping at, (muttered their father, 
© peeviſhly) why cant you rife, and alk 
* your couſin Frederick how he does 
No ſooner did they know he was a - 
tion, but they jumped up, and with an 
aukward familiarity ſhook him by the 
hand; after theſe ſalutations were paſt, 
they all ſat down to dinner.—lIt is a 
great trial of temper to bear the fulſome 
compliments, and overſtrained civility of 


people of low breeding. — F rederick, * 3 


whole appetite was not ot large, was never- 


5 theleſs 
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«theleſs forced, in order to avoid a tor- 
rent of impertinent enquiries, to cram 
down whatever his female couſin was 
pleaſed to put on his plate, and as her 
appetite was unfortunately for him none 


of the moſt moderate, and ſhe meaſur- 


ing his by her own, he found it rather a 
difficult taſk to comply with her liberal 


donations. 


The cloth 1 ki away, Fre- 


derick, in order to avoid the impertinent 
queſtions of his relations, pretended in- 


ddiſpenſible buſineſs, and retired to indulge 
his thoughts in a walk, promiſing, how- 


ever, at the ſame time to return to tea, 


* * 
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CHAPTER VI. 


A SCHEME. 


- 


WurN Frederick had taken his 2 

leave, old Arley fell into a deep reverie, - 4. 
« I have been thinking, ſaid: he, how © =Y 
cc lucky it may turn out that "ous couſin 1 


.« called.” 
« Hei 1s a fine young man,” ſaid Me 


Polly. 
. «And has a good fortune f rejoin- 
ed ihe ſon. 5 


« Why, I "OR ogy cries + Mt 1 is 
« worth a matter of five thouſand 


T pounds,” 3, bo 7 * 


: | _ 
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Five bard 3 . 
« the old man, ) a flea bite—why he has 
three thouſand ſeven hundred pounds 
«a year.” 
« Indeed,” replied Mig. : 
« Suppoſe, father, (cried Robert after 
« a pauſe) we could get all that fortune 
« into our family?“ 
What do you mean, fon? what do 
« you mean?” 

Why if we could prevail o on him to 
mary liter. Mils bluſhed. 
A good thought, ſon, a good thought, 
1 8 or os dur Poll's not fo plain,” + 

ro © Oo < Phan father!“ exclaimed Miſs, look- 
" Ing, as if ſhe thought another phraſe 
- wwonld have been no diſparagement to 


his eye ſight. 
Why, father, continued Mr. Ro- 


© bert, if we could prevail on him to 
* lodge at our houſe, and Poll plays her 
A cards well,“ (Miſs held her tongue, but 
her looks ſeemed to ſay chat it ſhould 
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not be her faule 00 Pk 17 not father 
« give her the fortune you intended, and 
« then we could keep that in buſineſs.” 

« Well faid, fon, well ſaid. Upon 
which, it was reſolved, that Miſs Polly 
ſhould level the whole Her artillery of 
her charms againſt. our hero, nor was 
it doubted that the event could happen 
otherwiſe than ſucceſsful, 


Z = 
. *.x4 
x 8 
7 


» , 
A 


i 1 ; 12 
% 2s . * 
n 1 * 
& * l 


181 ; FT 
CHAPTER VII. 
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ATTACK the FIRST. 


Pg 


Bo VV HEN Frederick returned from his 

WL. walk, Mr. Jonathan made him an offer 

= ofa room in his houſe, which our hero 

tis EY received with thanks, as he was at preſent 

18 x” totally unprovided with lodgings. 

"= Tired and fatigued with his journey, 
and more ſo by the unmeaning diſcourſe 
of his female couſin, and the dry con- 
verſation of his uncle, Frederick re- 
tired ſoon to reſt—ſleep, however, for- 
fook his pillow—the paſt bliſsful hours 

"ruſhed into his mind, he compared 
them with the preſent—the compariſon 
ſickened him—however, as he had given 

| his 
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his promiſe to reſide at his uncle' s he 
would not retratt it. —Thither the next 
morning, therefore he ordered his bag- | 
gage to be brought — His uncle's be- | 
haviour tohim was as cordial as his nature 
could admit of—his couſin Robert's was of 
the cringing kind—Maiſs Polly was always 
prepared to put on a ſmile, which a cer- 
tain vixen look about the eyes ſeemed to 
declare to be foreign to her nature. 

e Well, couſin Frederick, we ſhall be 
very happy, I dare ſay, exclaimed ſhe, 
« you ſhall go out with me often; we 
will go to Sadler's Wells, and White 
« Conduit-Houſe, and our dancing maſ- 
« ter's hop.” He ſtared Aye, con- 
* tinued the, well may you look ſur- 
e priſed, you never ſaw ſuch delightful 
« places in all your life—I warrant you I 
« be quite ſtark ſtaring mad with joy.“ 
Frederick was thunderſtruck'— female 
delicacy — — City breeding thought he. 
But come, coz, you ſhall go and hear 

me 
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ARLEY. 
«me play on the ginny /orly”—He fol- 
lowed her in filence ; ſitting down at it, 
ſhe began playing an old and rather vul- 
gar tune, accompanying the inſtrument. 
with her voice.—Frederick: had a fine 


ear for muſic, and played well on the 
piano forte himſelf—the aſſurance and 


vulgarity of his couſin . quite 
diſguſted him. 
Can you play, couſin.” 
a1 link.” .- 
Oh! do let us hear.” 


Frederick conſented—Miſs Polly was 
amazed—ſhe could not put herſelf in 


competition with her couſin—ſhe looked 
. confuſed, but in order to give our hero 


a favourable impreſſion of her genius, 


ſhe informed him, that ſhe had not 
\ learnt above half a year, to which had 
me added two years more, ſhe would 
hot have been much miſtaken. | 

Aſter Frederick had finiſhed the beau- 
EF, an overture to. La Buona Figliola, Miſs 
. os Polly 


4 L AF. 25 
Polly ſeemed determined to make up 
for her want of proficiency in muſic, 
by a diſplay of her knowledge in the 
French language. 

| She began with a whole torrent of 
French queſtions, to which our hero, 
not being able to give adequate anſwers, 
from the badneſs of her pronunciation, 
and the celerity of her diſcourſe, Miſs 
Polly thought ſhe had gained a complete 
triumph, of which her features evidently 
betrayed her conſciouſneſs. 


From French ſhe haſtened to poetry. 4 $ | 


and ſhewed him ſome ſpecimens of her 


4 


| poetic genius, which Frederick, though- 
he did thereby a great via to his 5 


taſte, was forced to applaud. 

Miſs Polly, by her — E 
as if the accompliſhments ſhe had taken 
ſpecial care to diſplay, had — * 


gained the heart of her couſin, of courſe 
ſhe overwhelmed bim with her imperti-: :- 


nence and forward behaviour, Which 
—_  .Cc. _ doubtlels» 


rern 


vacity. 3 
Frederick, quite ennuge, and diſguſted 


'with the vulgarity of his couſin, reſolved 


to make his eſcape from this tete-a-tete 
: ſcene, as quick as poſſible. He took up 
his hat—Miſs Polly was aſtoniſhed, ſhe 
did not doubt but her couſin meant to 
requeſt the honor of her company—ſhe 
was diſappointed—on pretenſe of buſi- 
neſs, he took his leave, heartily glad of 


rick had quitted it.—Miſs Polly's coun- 


was not highly delighted. 

Old Arley's brow was inſtantly con- 
tradted into a frown—Robert bit his lips— 
nevertheleſs, a conſultation was held, 


of our hero, after dinner. 


* 


doubtleſs ſhe thought an agrecable vi- 


| 3 having thus eſcaped from ſo tedious a 
i © converſation. | 
j Old Arley and his ſon entered the 


room, almoſt immediately after Frede- 


tenance ſufficiently explained that ſhe 


the reſult of which was, that a ſecond 
attack ſhould be made upon the heart 


1 LSE. 27 
SHA 


ATTACK the SECOND. | 


J UST as dinner was on the table, Fre- 
derick entered from his walk, and hoped 
he had not kept his uncle waiting the 
old man replied in the negative, aſſuring 
him he would not wait for the Emperor 
of Morocco a moment beyond his uſual 
time. Down they ſate to dine i 
this was no meal of compliments. | 
Old Arley, and his ſon and daughter 9 
ſeemed unwilling to loſe a moment by - | 
talking, or that any one ſhould deyour + | 
more than the other; their appetites. WE; 
length being ſatisfied, and the cloth re- | 
moved, Frederick proceeded 10 inform 

C 2 IBR 
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his uncle, that he had been to look at 
ſome lodgings, which he approved of 


much, and intended taking The old 


gentleman ſtared. And what do you 
« want lodgings for, can't you ſtay where 
« you are; is not the city as fine, and 
* much richer place than the court end, 
« as you call it. Come, nephew, you 
« ſhall have your lodging and board a 
e bargain, no more than a hundred a 
« year, what do you ſay to that?” 
Frederick, declared he ſhould have been 
happy to have remained where he was, 
but that as he wiſhed to continue an ac- 
quaintance with ſome young men of fa- 
Thion, whom he had known at College, 
he could not think of encumbering his 
uncle | with his company, and himſelf 

T be old man predited certain ruin 


bow the propoſed connection with 


young men of faſhion, whom he ſtig- 


ed wich the 9 of * paper 
3 1 * {culled 


” 
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ee ſculled toys.” Mr. Robert ventured 
alſo to give his opinion, in his uſual ſoft 
manner: . 

« Why, if I may be ai ſaid 
« he, to give my opinion, coulin, it 
« ſhould be totally againſt your remove- 
e ing, unleſs you have deſigns of alter- 
« ing your condition.” Frederick al- 
ſured him of the contrary, proteſting 
he had never ſeen the lady with whom 
he thought he could be happy. 

Miſs toſſed up her head and looked 
| diſappointed—the old man vhiſtled Mr. 
Robert hummed a tune however, ſud- 
denly recovering himſelf, he requeſted 
to know of our hero, upon what eſta- 
bliſhment he ſhould proceed, 

« Why, replied Frederick, 1 ſhall 
. moſt undoubtedly order a carriage in 
the modern taſte, purchaſe beſides ſad- 
« dle horſes, and hire the Perf wa 


| mY « vants,” 175 IS 
'© 83 * carrie, . 


go ARLEY. 
a carriage,” exclaimed old Arley, 
with the the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, “ why 


*« what the devil do you want with a car- 
te riage? have you not got * to walk 


cc on _ 
3 Frederick coutd not forbear ſmiling 
* at his uncle's remarks. « You know, 


« Sir, I have a country houſe too, con- 

« tinued he, and I think, with econo- 

* my, I ſhall not go beyond my in- 
= come. 

« Perhaps not; you ought to be hang- 

« ed for an aſs, if you do; three thou- 

«ſand and ſeven hundred pounds a 

« year l- hy you ought to fave at leaſt, 

e three thouſand pounds a year for 
younger childrens' portions.” 

% Why, Sir, ſaid Frederick, as 1 
| © have no thoughts of marrying for 
; 2 ee ſome time, I do not ſee for what rea- 
1 * ſon I ſhould fave any thing; befides, 
2 ? BU, vou remember the old adage of 
ko „ 8 24 | cc not 
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te not counting your chickens before they 
« are hatched.” Eo 

With this kind of converſation, the 
old man entertained his nephew for 
ſome time, till recollefting the deter- 
mination they had made before din- 
ner, he aroſe, winked at Robert, and 
left the room; his ſon immediately fol- 
lowed him. 7 

« Why couſin, began Miſs Polly, 
« wo'nt you be very dull in e by 
ce yourſelf ?” 

« I think not, replied he, I ſhall form 
an extenſive acquaintance, with whom 
« I ſhall ſpend part of my time—pub- 
lic amuſements will occupy my even- 
« ings, and ſhould I have any leiſure 
e hours, I ſhall not find them dull, 
e while I have books and muſic.” 

« But I mean, couſin Frederick, with- 
out a wife.” r 

« Why, to be ſure, the * are very 

© neceſſary to our happingls,, ſaid 
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he with a  finile, and to which Miſs 


Polly's eyes betrayed evident ſymptoms | 
of plcaſure. 

« With your eftate and perſon any 
« woman (continued the) would be 
glad to have you.” 

Frederick bowed. 

« Not that I mean you to marry a 
* beggar—how much do you think nry 
« father is worth couſin?” 

Frederick proteſted he could not 
guels. 
„Why more than a hundred thou- 
% ſand pounds; which you know Bob and 


„ muſt have when he dies.” 


Frederick now began to ſee the drift of 


his couſin's converſation, and fearing ſhe 
might put more direct queſtions to him, 


he reſolved to make his immediate eſcape; 


he thereſore aroſe, and took * his hat. 


Why you ar'n't going, coz.” 


« Yes, madam; I promiſed to be 


Kat a coach. maker's this afternoon to 


look 


« look at a carriage —a good afternoon 
to you.“ 

To this Miſs Polly vouchſafed no an- 
ſwer, not even a curtſey, but as ſoon as 
he was gone, burſt into tears. 

At this moment entered old Arley and 
his ſon, they had heard, from an adjoin- 
ing room, the converſation that paſſed, 
and therefore did not interrupt Miſs 
Polly's grief, yet though they ventured 
not to open their lips, their countenances 
evidently betrayed their diffatisfattion and 


diſappointment, | 


AR LE V. 


CHAPTER IX. 


REMOVAI. 


FRED ERICK's ſituation was not 
very pleafant, his uncle taking every op- 


portunity of giving him lectures on the 
folly of removing from his houſe—Miſs 
Polly preſerved a formallity of de- 
meanor—Mr. Robert a gloomy lilence--- 


this kind of behaviour only ſerved to 


make our hero more anxious to depart, 
and to uſe the greateſt expedition in mak- 
ing the neceſſary preparations, and in 


hiring ſervants. | 
It was not till every thing was ready 
for his reception that he ventured to in- 


form bis relations of it, and bid them 


adieu 


"Sip: 
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adieu; accordingly the very day he 
intended to go, he then made known * 
intentions. 

The old man ſtared. «Aye, go ug; 
« go along, ſaid he; I'll warrant you'll 
© ſoon repent of it.” 

Miſs Polly affected to treat it as a mat- 
ter of indifference, but diſappointment. 
and chagrine, were evident in her coun- 
tenance. Mr. Robert ſaid not a word. 

Our hero had ordered his carriage to 
come for him, and when it drew up to the 
door, the old man took a look at it thro 
the window. - | 
« A pretty piece of gingerbread hath; 
«truly, and pray, nephew, how much 
e might this cake of gingerbread coſt? I 
« warrant now a matter of fifty guineas.” 

« To which, replied Frederick, if you 
te add two hundred and fifty more, . 
« will be nearer the mark.” 

What? (exclaimed old Arley, 2 | 
« moſt conyulſed with 1 rage,) what three 
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*« hundred guineas ?” the idea ſeemed to 
make a profufe perſpiration burſt from 
every pore; he wiped his face, and with a 
look which denoted the height of deſpond- 
ence and rage, continued his diſcourſe--- 
« Aye, there poor Noll, all thy mo- 
% ney will ſoon be ſpent that thou 
te was't ſo many years in ſcraping toge- 
ther, in gingerbread and nonſenſe, 
« Three hundred guineas for a trinket! 
« oh lord! oh lord! fifteen pounds a 
« year ſunk for ever.” 

The two laſt words ſor cer ſeemed to 
| carry with them unuſual weight, his viſage 
was lengthened an inch, and his under jaw 
dropped as if he had been dying; he vouch- 


=  fafed, however, to hold his tongue, but his 
©. > countenance expreſſed ſufficiently the 


; inward workings of his boſom. 
Frederick without ſeeming to attend to 


5 ; his uncle, took hold. of his hand, and 


declared how * he ſhould be to ſee 
th in Pall Mall. 


4 


«Never 
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« Never, never! I would not be ſeen 


e near ſuch extravagance—Well, Lord 
« help us! good bye, I ſhall ſoon ſee. 


« you a bankrupt.” 

It only remained now for him to take 
leave of his couſins; he expreſſed the 
warmeſt wiſhes for the happineſs of both, 


and requeſted them to favor him with a 


frequent viſt. 
Mr. Robert for ſome latent reafon was 


unuſually civil. — Miſs Polly ventured 


only to anſwer by a curtſey - ſhe ſeemed 
ready to cry with vexation. 

The ceremony of taking leave, at 
length happily for Frederick being over, 
he ſtepped into his carriage, and was ſoon 
ſet down at his lodgings in Pall Mall. 
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CHAPTER X. 


THEATRE. 


F REDERICK, tho' he propoſed to ſet 
out in the world with eclat, reſolved not 
to depart from a ſyſtem of expenditure 
which he had laid down. 

He allotted ſo much for neceſſary and 
fuperfluous articles, and what many other 


ſyſtems of expence contains not; he ſet 


apart no trifling fum for the relief of the 
Friendleſs and unfortunate. 
Thoſe who bring not with them to the 
8 metropolis letters of invitation, depend 


indeed; ſet of acquaintance, 


generally on the Theatres and Coffee- 
Hoſes, for an introduQtion, to a caſual 
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Frederick 
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Frederick reſolved to follow this me- 
thod, for though he had been intimate 
with many young men at College, he was 
not able, from not knowing where they 
lived, to renew his acquaintance wu 
them. 

The e of Jane Shore attratted 
his attention to Covent Garden Theatre, 
where he found himſelf ſurrounded by 
beauty and faſnhion though the chief 
part of bis life had been ſpent in the coun- 
try, our hero knew that attention to the 
play was vulgar; nevertheleſs he found 
it impoſſible to keep his difengaged to 
the ſtage—the Fane Shore of Mrs. Por 
was ſo truly pathetic, and the jealous 
frenzy of Miſs BxunTon's Alicia ſo af- 
fectingly natural that his paſſions were 


awakened, and ſpite of the ſurround- 
ing company, and of his endeavours - 
to hide them, the tears trickled comm Ds 
his cheeks—he was mortified — every 
| Perſon whoſe eyes were upon him, he 


3 


foot 
Wee 


erer 
thought obſerved and laughed at his 
emotions —he was ready to fink with 


eonfuſion— The pathos of the piece in- 
creaſed as it drew nearer to the conclu- 


fon. Frederick ſtill could not diſengage 


his attention from the ſtage, and the con- 
ſequence of it was a repetition of the 
ſame condutt as the former part of the 
tragedy had produced he reſolved there- 
fore to haſten away —this reſolution he 


put in inſtant praiſe, and as his car- 


riage 


was not there, proceeded home on 


— 
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CHAPTER XI. 


An. INCIDENT. 


H E was is walking in rather a penſive 4 
mood, when a decently dreſſed female 
ruſhed up to him, © oh! Sir ſhe ſtop- 
ped as if out of breath—Frederick, whoſe 
feelings were ever alive to diſtrefs, en- 
quired of her what ſhe wanted, and of 
what uſe he could be to her—She ſeemed 
to recover a little oh ! Sir, my miſ- 
« treſs—Lord violence from 
theſe incoherent words, he knew not . 
what to judge; again he begged her to 
explain herfelf, the ſame words ſhe re- 
peated a ſecond time, and made a mo- 
tion to him to follow her. IT 
He acquieſed, and bade her lead chin 
way; ſhe flew rather than ran, and Fre- 
derick had much ado to keep up win 
| her; ſhe ſtopped at length in St. A. 
| ban's-ſtreet, and opened the door. of A 
houſe with a key. a 


1 
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= 


a 


42 N L. 

Our hero followed her in ſilent 
wonder, but he had no ſooner ſet his 
foot on the threſhold of the door, than 
he heard a ſcream, not loud, but as if 
proceeding from a perſon whoſe ſtrength 
was exhauſted. 

He liſtened a moment to aſcertain 
- whence it proceeded, and immediately 
ruſhed up ſtairs; the drawing room was 
locked, ſetting his foot againſt it, how- 
ever, he burſt it open Good Heavens, 
what was his aſtoniſhment! to ſee a 
beautiful lady almoſt ſinking beneath the 
power of a brutal raviſher. He flew 
upon him, and with a violent jerk, 
threw him to the other end of the 
room. | TY 
The lady then engroſſed his care, he 
lifted her from the ground, and placed 
her gently on a ſopha—ſhe ſeemed 
-Nriving to return her thanks to Frede- 


rrick, but her voice would not permit 
ber; ſhe could only beſtow on him a 


look, 
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lock, which ſpoke more forcibly: Wake a 
thouſand words. 

The perſon whom Frederick had 
treated ſo roughly, now began to reco- 
'ver from his confuſion, and with an in- 
tent to terrify our hero, cocked his hat 
fiercely in his face, and aſked him with 
an oath how he dared intrude * his 
privacy. | „ 
Frederick ſmiled at his menacing aſ- 
pect, and replied, by afking bim how he 
dared inſult a female. 

« Know you who Iam?” ſaid het per- 
ſon, taking care at the Ns: time to 
diſcover a ſtar, 

% No, replied our buen, but 1 1 fop- 
ec poſe you are one of thoſe who think 
« that titles giye them the liberty of 
e trampling upon every inſtitution 22 


« man and divine.” | 
« And who are you, i his 


ec lordſhip, that dares to talk to me mW . 


6 * this manner,” 2 
he One, 23 
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« One, replied Frederick, who is in- 
« capable of fearing you; there is my 
« direion—make what uſe of it you 
te pleaſe—let it be ſufficient for your 
e lordſhip to know, that the perſon who 
« ſpeaks to you, will not degrade you 
©« as and adverſary— At preſent I would 
« adviſe your lordſhip to retire, as you 
« ſee your Fader is diſagreeable to 
« the lady.” 
« Sir, (replied his lordſhip, nettled at 
« our hero's ſpeech) I ſhall retire when 
« I pleaſe.” 
« That muſt not be, rejoined F rede - 
* rick, you muſt depart immediately» 
« or ſuffer yourſelf to be treated in a 
manner you will not think agreeable.” 
His lordſhip ſtared, but ſeeing his an- 
tagoniſt look determined, he retreated 
down ftairs, muttering curſes all the 
_ - while, and vowing vengeance upon this 
Intruder, | 


<- 
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CHAPTER. xi 


r. 


derick turned to the lady, Who was by 
this time a little recovered. | 


A S ſoon as his lordſhip was gone, Fre- 


* 


She ſunk from the ſopha upon vi 


knees— 


« Oh! if a grateful bn 3 
* will avail, generous ſtranger, thou 


 « haſt them—this, this night haſt thou 


*« relieved me from the power of one 


« whom no entreaties could have ſof- 


d tened — Gracious Heaven, I thank 
er thee.” | 

Our hero could not hai ma 
raiſed her from the ground, and ſeating 


46 E. 


her on the ſopha, requeſted to be in- 
formed by what means he found her f in 
ſuch a perilous ſituation. : 

She- proceeded to inform him. 

« I had lived, generous deliverer, ever. 
« ſince the death of my parents with an 
, aunt, in the country; ſhe was taken 
« ill, and it was judged neceſſary that 
* ſhe ſhould go to London for the ad- 
« yice of eminent phyficians—I accom- 
* panied her—ſhe grew better after her 
« arrival in town, and I entertained 
« hopes of a ſpeedy recovery, but a re- 
* lapſe of her diſorder overthrew all my 
« expeCtations, and ſhe died. 

« ] was by her death, left to be the 
« guide of my own conduct, without a 
friend to adviſe or direct my ſteps — 
« however, as I had a genteel fortune, 
c I reſolved to enquire for ſome decent 
 «* family in which 1 might board, and 
«was recommended to the lady who 


8 keeps this houſe ; whither I Temoved 
«c as 


8 
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« as ſoon as poſſible ; ſhe did not bely 
« the character given her, and I found 
« myſelf again in a fair way of being 
« comfortably ſettled. 
One night I was prevailed on to 
« accompany Mrs. Lewis to the play, 
« during the whole of the performance,' 
« I had obſerved a gentleman watch me 
„very narrowly, but at that time, not 
« faſpetting any thing, I did not mind 
him; three or four days afterwards I 
e perceived the ſame perſon obſerving 
our houſe very particularly; this ſtruck 
I me as very {trange ; however, I did 
« not take any notice of it to Mrs. 
« Lewis. ef | 
© The next morning, a letter without 
_ « ſignature, was brought me, proteſting * 
ce the writer's violent attatchment. It Tas 
« appeared a thing unworthy notice, 56 
« and I treated it accordingly. „ IR, 
e About a week afterwards, another „ 
« letter came, oftering me a large ſetle- 
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« ment, and concluding by informing 
« me the writer was a nobleman. This 
« was rather a ſerious matter—accord- 
e ingly I ordered the ſervants to take 
« no more letters in direQed to me; ſe- 
« yeral came, but they always refuſed 
« them ; this evening Mrs. Lewis was 
« on ſome buſineſs called out, and all 
f the ſervants, but one, were gone to 
« the play. A fingle knock at the 
« door was heard, and upon the maid's 


«« opening it, a gentleman aſked for me, 


« ſaying, he had ſome particular buſi- 
* neſs. The maid, unſuſpicious, ſhew- 
« ed him up, I recognized him the mo- 


* ment 1 ſaw him, for the perſon I had 


.« ſeen at the play. 


He began, by ſaying his violent 
© love had led him to this, and begged. 
1 my excuſe — his conduct alarmed me, 


«1 acted on the reſerve, and requeſted 


him to leave me. Seeing me deter- 


u mined not to linen to him, he changed 


a hi 8 
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« his mode of conduQ, and with a hor- 
« rid oath, vowed I ſhould hear him; 
I was terrified, and was going to ring 
te the bell he ſtarted up, ſeized hold 
* of my hand, and then bolted the door 
6A ſcreamed, and intreated—he diſre- 
« carded me, and would have, no doubt, 
te completed his horrid purpoſe, had not 
= Heaven ſent you to my aſſiſtance.“ 
She concluded, by informing Frede- 
rick, her name was Williamſon. 

It grew late; Frederick knew it would 
be improper for him to remain where he 
was, and to leave the lady, might ſub- 
ject her to danger, he therefore ſent 
the maid for two of his ſervants, whom 
he reſolved to ſtation in the paſſage the 
whole night. 

While the meſſenger was gone, a 
knock at the door was heard —Miſs 
Williamſon trembled; Frederick, telling 
her not to be apprehenſive, went down 
ſtairs, and opened the door himſelf, It 
VOL, I, D was 
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was Mrs. Lewis, and the two maid "E 


vants. 
Mrs. Lewis was informed of the 


night's adventure, and our hero's con- 
duct, which ſhe not only applauded 
highly, but expreſſed the higheſt ſenſe 
of her 2 2 for his timely inter- 


ference. 
Frederick's two ſervants now came 


it was near midnight, with ftri charges 
therefore to his men, he took his leave, 
overwhelmed with the thanks of the 
whole family. £90 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


An ol D ACQUAINTANCE. 


H ARDLY had our hero breakfaſted 


the next day, when the footman brought 


up word that a gentleman deſired to 


ſpeak with him Frederick ſuſpected it 


was a meſſage from the nobleman, and 


ordered him to be ſhewn up; on his en- 
| tering the room, Frederick was much 
ſurpriſed to recognize an old College 
acquaintance—his name was Clareville ; 
youngeſt ſon of Lord Clareville. | 

After mutual congratulations, upon 
their meeting, our hero requeſted to 
know to what accident he was indebted 
for this picaſure, _ 
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Know you, (ſaid Clareville with an 
, archneſs of countenance) a lady of 
te the name of Williamſon ?” 
Frederick ſatisfied him in that parti- 
cular. He then proceeded to acquaint 
our hero that there was a kind of pen- 
chant between them, that making his 
uſual morning viſit there, he was in- 
formed of the particulars of the laſt 
night's event, and for which, he came 
to return him his thanks. 
« And now (ſaid he) you muſt accom- 
* pany me to his lordſhip ; I muſt have 
a morning's lounge with him.” 
Frederick gueſſed his meaning, but 
inſiſted on his firſt making an example 
of him. 
We will not quarrel ha FE (re- 
ce plied Clareville) I will have the firſt 
* word, you the ſecond.” 
Our hero dreſſed himſelf: Ko they 
| Wea: together to his lordſhip's houſe 2 
where, upon enquiring for him, they 


Were 
od 
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were informed he had departed for the 
Continent early in the morning. 

5 They were not ſorry for his lordſhip's 
flight, as it prevented them from cal- 
ling him to a ſevere account, and being 
perhaps his executioner. : 

From his lordſhip's houſe, Clareville 
inſiſted on Frederick's accompanying 
him to his father's, that he might intro- 
duce him to his family; to which he 
conſented, and they bent their ſteps to 
Berkley- ſquare. On the way, our hero 
requeſted to be informed of the particu- 
lars of his friend's amour—which, for 
the preſent, he begged to be excuſed, 
with a promiſe of relating it at ſome fu- 

ture period. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


An INTRODUCTION. 


Ar Berkeley- ſquare they arrived, and 
Frederick was introduced to the family, 
conſiſting of Lord and Lady Clareville, 
Lord Walton, their eldeſt ſon, Lady 
Matilda, and Lady Auguſta, their 
daughters. 
DODiur hero felt himſelf ſomewhat em- 
barraſſed; not that awkward baſbfulneſs, 
which a country booby feels, but a con- 
ſciouſneſs of inferiority—nevertheleſs he 
acquitted himſelf pretty well. The con- 
verſation ſoon turned upon fafhionable 
topics, but of which Frederick was to- 
tally ignorant, 


It 
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It did not, however, make much dif. 


ference—the volubility with which the 


females deſcanted on their favourite ſub- 
jeQ, left him little occaſion to ſay a 
word, had he been ever ſo great an a- 
dept in this kind of converſation. 

This viſit laſted about two hours, when 
Frederick thinking it time to take his 


leave aroſe, and with an invitation to 


dine en ſamille, next day, departed. 
Clareville would not leave him, the 
renewal of friendſhip generally pro- 
duces a diſcuſſion of former ſcenes—to 
this diſcuſſion they recurred vic | plea- 
ſure. 
College incidents, and college diſci- 
pline, were canvaſſed over and over 


again, and it was nat till late that 
they could be prevailed upon to takg 


leave of one another. 1 
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The DEPENDANT. 


Ar four next day, Frederick, ele- 
gantly dreſſed, was ſet down in Berkley- 
ſquare ; the important buſineſs of the 
toilet was not yet over with the ladies 
—Lord Clareville and Lord Walton 
were out, Charles had taken a ride, and 


was not yet returned. | 
Our hero was ſhewn into the draw- 


ing room—he had not been there long, 
before the ſound of muſic reached his 
_ears—he hſtened, and was enchanted— 
the finger. of perfection ſeemed to touch 
the harpſichord.— He was enraptured; a 


voice more barmonious than imagina- 
Sa . tion 
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tion can conceive, e * 
muſic. \ 

Our hero thought himſelf 3 in the a- 
bodes of Heaven the muſic ceaſed; he 
was ſtill in the attidude of liſtening with 
delight, when a female entered from the 
adjoining room—a more lovely form ne- 
ver did he behold—he was ſtruck dumb 
with wonder, and felt a ſenſation which he 
had never before experienced—bluſhing 
exceſhvely, the young lady was about 
to leave the room; Frederick advancing 
gracefully, took hold of her hand, and 
begged he might not drive her away, 
but have the honour of conducting her 
io a ſeat—ſhe * bim with con- 
fuſion. Ha 

« I am to thank you madam, (ad 
ce ur hero) for ſome of the moſt bliſs« 
0 ful moments I ever experienced, (the 
« young lady bowed) never did I hear 
« the harpſichord touched with Tuck. 
« {kill, or a more harmonious voice.” 


Ds, . « Muſic, _ 
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« Muſic, Sir, is my favorite amuſe- 
% ment, but I entreat you not to at- 
„ tempt complimenting me into a be- 
lief that I excel in it.” | 
There was a ſoftneſs, a melancholy 
in her voice, which ſeemed the effect of 
forrow—her countenance too bore the 
the marks of grief. 

To avoid the looks of Frederick, ſhe 
bad taken her work out of her pocket. 

« I would intreat the favour of one 
* more air, did it not ſeem an imperti- 
« nent requeſt, or were it not diſagree» 
* able,” faid Frederick, darting a moſt 
engaging look at her. 

% Diſagreeable it is not.” replied the 
bluſhing female— —- 
I hen I may hope for your compli 
2 ance.” 
_ He arofe, and bowing gracefully, led 
her to the harpſichord. The moe 


air in the eie lay on it. 
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« May I intreat you to play this, ac- 
« companying it with your voice.” 
There was ſomething moſt winning in 
our hero's voice, and a requeſt from 
him ſeemed to come with more pro- 
priety than from any other man. 


The air was played and ſung delight- 
fully—the words ſeemed to have made 


much impreſſion on the young lady—a _ 


tear trickled down her cn as hea Was 
ſinging. | 

She had juſt finiſhed, and Frederick 
was ſtill leaning on the back of the 
chair, when lady Auguſta and Matilda 


entered the room. 
- Our hero paid his reſpects An con- 
fuſed the young lady ſeemed / embar- 
raſſed; —with an indignant toſs of the 
head, and in a haughty tone of voice, 


We do not want you, Miſs. Oſmond,” . 
faid Lady Matilda, the young lady „ 


plied not —her eyes caſt on the ground, 
ſeemed willing to avoid the ſight of any 
D & -one, 


Mer r 


one, and trembling and confuſed ſhe 
retired, | 
Frederick was hurt, and remained ſi- 
lent till the eldeſt of the ladies exclaim- 
ed, © Bleſs me, Sir, are you not well?“ 

Our hero ſtarted, begged pardon for 
his abſence of mind, and entered into 
converſation. 

Seating, herſelf at the FPS La- 
dy Matilda began plaping an Italian air, 
accompanying the muſic with her voice, 
What a difference did our hero find be- 
tween» Miſs Oſmond. and Lady Ma- 
tilda.“ | bp. 

« Well, Sir, (exclaimed ſhe, in a 
« half ſerious manner) which plays bell, 
« Miſs. Oſmond or myſelf ?” 

Upon mx word I know not to which 
« to give the preference—Miſs Oſmond 
« ſeems very accompliſhed A compa- 
nion of yours, I preſume?“ 

„Companion, Sir! (replied hace 
* Matilda, in a tone of voice expreſ- 
: _ ſive 


IN In 


five of anger) No, Sir, my Lady 
« Clareville took her out of Chapter 

« Good God! what a pity,” n 
Frederick, with unuſual warmth. 


Fortunately. his exclamation was not 


attended to, his friend at that moment 
entering the room. 


The converſation turned on mdiffer- 


ent ſubjects, and Lord and Lady Clare- 
ville, with Lord Walton, joining them, 


they proceeded to the dining- room The 


converſation during dinner time was of 


that unintereſting kind, which but to re- 


peat would diſguſt- that being finiſhed, 


it was propoſed to proceed to Drury Lane 


Theatre, to ſee Mrs. Siddons in Iſabella. 


Our hero was invited to make one of the. _ 
party they got thither in the middle ß 4 


the firſt act — our hero was all attention 


he liſtened with rapture the artſul 


acting of Mrs. Siddons aſtoniſhed him, 
his feelings were intereſtedfor Iſabella, 
with — ſurpriſe he b the two 


young | © 
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erer. 


young ladies pay not the leaſt attention 
to the tragedy he was amazed—it was 
ſtrange Females without ſenſibility, he 


thought it impoſſible—nevertheleſs here 


was a convincing proof of the falſehood 
of that poſition, 
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CHAPTER xvI. 


* 


CITY RELATIONS, 


Tu E Tragedy was finiſhed, and 
Frederick was engaged in converſation 
with his friend and the ladies, when a 
9 from the Pit cried out «Bleſs me, 
6 there' s Couſin.” 

Frederick was confuſed, 2 4 not 
know whether to reply to this ſpeech or 
not, for he plainly perceived it was Mils 2 
Polly. 

He thought i it beſt to take no notice of 

it, and turning his head away, he reaſy 

_ ſumed the converſation, when he felt a 

gentle tap on the head, and beheld, the 
|; ladies 


mg 2 4 - 
AA 
* 


© MEET,» Wt 4 
5 woos — 
D 


„nere 
* 
„ 


wir N 


3 


= ay 


_ Þ 54 


Y EE Ee eee A— VI 
ae on. — a ry 
* ou a — 
- G i 
N * 
* , . * * 
, * 
- 


— 8 
= E 8 © 1 * 
= 1 _ % 1 
2 3 A f x 
$ L *. a * - , * 4 
* 64 — . 
© 4 


ladies immediately burſt out into a kt of 


laughter. | % 
To the inexpreſſible confuſion of Fre- 


derick, his couſin, Miſs Polly, who was 


cloſe under the box, accompanied by 
a young man, was not to be put off in 
this manner, but bawled out— 

« Aye, Coz, how d'ye do? pordigious 
« hot I vow—here's Mr. Simpkins and 1 
come to ſec the play—what ſcroudg- 
« ing to get in— I'm all of a muck, poz.” 

To this beautiful addreſs our hero 
knew not what to reply, he would have 
given half his fortune not to have had it 
bappen. 

The company he was in ſeemed to en- 
Joy his confuſion, all eyes were upon 


-him, and every body tittering; at length 


with much difficulty he gained courage 
enough to ſay 71 m glad to fee you *. 
oh. 

* Thars kind, Coz; come, Sammy, 


10 « let's iy to get out, we Il go and fit along 
© * with 
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« with them; aye, we ſha'nt be ſo hot 
there.“ ec 8 

Frederick was now at his wit's end 
To Lady Auguſta and Matilda he would 
have made ſome apology for the threaten- 
ed intruſion, but words were denied him 
his friend pitied, and made an apology 
for him to his ſiſters, who ſo far from 
being offended at, were highly delighted 
and promiſed themſelves much diverſion 
with, the occurrenee. 

In the mean time Miſs Polly and her 
beau made their way, with much difficulty, 
through the crowd— however, they at 
length effected it with the loſs of Mils 
Polly's ſhoe. 

In a few minutes after, the Box door 
opened, and in ſhe came; inſtantly ſeiz« 
ing upon poor Frederick, ſhe broke 
ſilence with“ I vow the people are very 
< rude; ſee here, coz, I have loſt my. 
e ſhoe and buckle—the buckle colt my 


father fifteen ſhillings laſt Chriſtmasy | 
nd 


Astr. 


e and he's fo ſtingy that he'll be in 4 
« dreadful paſſion when he knows I've 


 «-Joft one.“ 


To Lady Auguſta and her fifter the 
fcene was new, and they enjoyed it; 
with much difficulty refraining from 
laughing they infiſted on Miſs Polly's 


ſetting between them; this ſhe thought 
a high mark of attention, although it was 
done in order to divert themſelves at her 


« That's a very pretty ſilk you have on, 


* madam,” ſaid Lady Auguſta, her atten- 


tion being drawn to it by the glaring eo- 


e © 


« Aye, madam, and fo it | ought 


to be, (replied Miſs Polly) it coſt 


„ ſeven ſhillings a yard—my old father 
& grumbled dreadfully at buying it, and 
« ſaid girls ought to be contented with 


cotton gowns; but I told him what 
__* ſignifies, ſays I father, your giving 
me a boarding-ſchool education; how 


do 
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do you think ſays I, I am to get a huf- 
«+ band, if I dont dreſs like other people; 
, fo he bought it at laſt, but vowed I 
« ſhould have ne'er another till my Lord 
« Mayor's ball; for your ladyſhips muſt 
« know he dont mind a little expence to 
« jet me go there.“ 

. © I think you were perfeclly right, (re- 
« plied Lady Matilda) a lady of your 
© taſte and perſon ſhould dreſs well, and 
4 ought not to be checked by the caprice 
þ of avarice; for your father is rich, I 

« preſume 2?” 
Rich] Lord bleſs you, he is war a 
« leaſt a plumb.” 

Indeed! but your elegance was + ful 
« ficient to convince me pou vs — 
« of fortuns. : 

Miſs Polly bridled up, yorry faves 
highly pleaſed; and after chatting away 


a conſiderable time, for ſhe was at noloſs 


for the bleſſings of ſpeech To tell 
« you a ſecret, ladies, (whiſpered ſhe, at 
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« the ſame time looking very Ignifi- 
* cantly) between ourſelves, I have a 
« deſign upon my country couſin ; he 
ee has a good eſtate, a matter of four 
* thouſand pounds a year, father ſays,“ 
« To be ſure, you are very right, 
te your ſucceſs muſt be certain—as it is 
« impoſſible but he muſt be proud to be 


united to fo amiable a lady.“ 


In the mean time, Frederick, (who 
had ſomewhat recovered from his con- 
fuſion,) and his friend were liſtening to 
Miſs Polly's beau, Mr. Simkin, who 
was entertaining them with the price of 


Rocks, and the witty things his father 


faid at the City feaſt When the curtain 
drew up, and the entertainment began, 
their attention became fixed to the mum- 


- mery of Harlequin, and prevented them 
from teizing their new acquaintance ſo 


much as they had hitherto done, altho* 
they gave them as much entertainment 
by their broad laugh and exclamation#- 
19 55 4 
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of aſtoniſhment at the tricks of the mot - 
ly hero. When the firſt att was finiſhed, 


Lady Auguſta and her ſiſter prepared to 
depart, inviting Miſs Polly, with much 
ceremony, to accompany them home: 
Mils Polly looked rather diſappointed, 
and ſeemed as if ſhe was willing to have 
as much for her money as poſſible. 
Frederick, from this, hoped ſhe would 
refuſe Lady Auguſta's invitation, but he 
was diſappointed, for ſhe accepted it, 
judiciouſly concluding it was much more 
caly to get to the theatre than into the 
company of perſons of faſhion. 
Here a freſh difficulty aroſe—ſhe had 
loſt her ſhoe, and which ſhe had entirely 


forgot, from being ſo much taken up 


with the company ; this difficulty was, 


however, got over, by one of the ladies 


propoſing ſhe ſhould lean upon Mr. Sim- 


kin's arm and hop to the carriage. 


This whimſical propoſition was put in 
practice, and after a good deal of e 5 
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ink, and ſome difficulty, they got ſeated 
and drove away to Berkley-ſquare. 
Frederick would have gladly excuſed 
himſelf from returning to Lord Clare- 
ville's, but Charles laughed at his folly, 
and having ſeen the ladies into their car- 
riage, they proceeded to follow them in 
his chariot. | . 
* To heighten the ridicule of the ſcene, 
when the coach ſtopped, the ladies pro- 
poſed, that Mr. Simkin ſhowle get out 
firſt, and carry Miſs Polly into the houſe, 
at the ſame time deſiring the footman to 
ſhew them into the room where __ 
Clareville was ſitting. I 
The footman tittering, HR. ind 
with affected ceremony, led them to the 
drawing room, where her ladyſhip 'and 
Lord Walton were engaged at piquet. 
Mr. Simkin entered with Miſs Polly, 
and rather fatigued with his burthen, ſat 
her Wen in the middle of the room, 
-— and 
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and bowed moſt obſcquioully to Lady: 


Clareville. 
« In the name of goodneſs, who have 


« we here? exclaimed Lord Walton. 


« Why ma'am, Maſter Simkin and me 
ce were at the play, and who ſhould I 
„ ſee there, (replied Miſs Polly) but 
« Couſin, and he ſeemed to be in the 
ee beſt place, I makes my way through 


d the croud, and goes up to him, and 


« ſits along} with him and two ladies 
mighty good ſort of ladies, indeed 
* and when they were coming away, they 
« aſked me to come along with them.“ 

Lady Clareville and her ſon, now 
began to gueſs at Lady Auguſta and her 
ſiſter's ſcheme, and therefore very po- 
litely defired them to be ſeated—the la- 


dies now entered the room, and with af- 


fetted ceremony begged leave to intro- 


them, 
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Lady Clareville looked for a further 


explanation from her ſon Charles, who 


foon after, accompanied by his friend, 
joined the company, and ina few words 
to her ladyſhip, aſide, gave her to un- 
derſtand the whole circumſtance. ' 
Frederick had ſo little reliſh for ridi- 
culing the weakneſs of others, that he 
could not help being hurt at the treat- 
ment of his couſin, but did not take any 
Lord Walton, now entered with ſpi- 
rit, mto the ridiculous ſcheme, declared 
that from their appearance, they mult be 


perſons of diſtinction, and conſtantly 


addreſſed them by the appellation of Sir 


Samuel, and Lady Polly. 
_ Unable to diſcover the real meaning 


of the company, Miſs Polly and her 


beau thought it was at leaſt a good fro- 
lic, and were much pleaſed with the at- 


tention ſhewn them. 


F rrederick 
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'F rederick was far from enjoying the _ 
ſcene, and ſat nearly filent, except 
making, every now and then an effort 
to get them away, but in this he was des 
feated, by the whole party inſiſting 
upon their ſtaying ſupper, which being 
at length announced, Lord Walton, 
taking the villing band of Miſs Polly, 
led the way. Lady Matilda offered her 
hand to Mr. Simkin, and our hero con- 
duQted Lady Clareville. 2 
When they were ſeated, the footman 
vas defired to call Miſs Oſmond—=At ==. 
the mention of that name, Frederick's 2 
eyes ſparkled, and his - boſom thrilled | Y 
with pleaſing emotions. Ws ; | 
| Miſs Oſmond entered the room, OE) 
paying her reſpeQs moſt gracefully, took 
her ſeat at the bottom of the table, 
which happened to be diebe e k 25d 
our hero, 8 
The Cotter; during ſupper, was 
chiefly directed to Miſs Polly and hes: EDA 
eu. E beau, 
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beau, Frederick had thereſore a greater 
opportunity to engage unobſerved, and 
pay greater attention to Miſs Oſmond, 
than he otherwiſe could have done 
whom; the more he beheld, the more 
was he captivated; and being thus ſeated 
it was impoſſible but their eyes ſhould 
ſometimes meet though perhaps they 
dlid fo much oftener than would have 
been the caſe with indifferent perſons, 
with ſo much food ſor amuſement at the 
table. 
There was ſomething inſinuating in 
his manner, which rendered him ami- 
able, and ſhe felt emotions, which till 
then had been a ſtranger to her bofom.. 

Immediately aſter ſupper ſhe aroſe 
and left the room, and Frederick, wil- 
ling to put an end to the farce, roſe alſo, 
and offered to conduct his couſin home. 
After many awkward courteſys from 
Miſs Polly, and graceleſs bows by Mr. 
_ they took theix leaves in com- 

i pany, 
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pany with our hero—though not without 


Miſs Polly's declaring ſhe ſhould be 


very glad to ſee Lady Auguſta and her ] 
| fiſter in Mincing- lane. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
The ConFLICT. 


Frederick's return home, he 
found his boſom agitated in a manner 
he had never experienced before. — 


Though formed by Nature to be a vo- 


tary to Love, he had hitherto eſcaped 
the ſhaft, and had never 'till then owned 


its power. _ 
Although it was late when he returned 


to Pall-mall, from eſcorting his couſin 
into the city, he ſelt himſelf not in the 


leaſt inclined to ſieep two different paſ- 
ſions held a conteſt in his breaſt Pride 
and Love—The diQates of the former 


held predominant ſway—Gentle, ami- 


able, and very accompliſhed, as Miſs 
Oſmond ſeemed to be, yet, was ſhe not 


the humble dependent of Lady Clare- 


ville ?—was ſhe not in a ſtate of ſervi- 
$ | | tude ? 
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vs: 2—would it be proper to unite him- 
ſelf with her? to the eternal diſgrace of 
our hero, the thought of ſeducing her ne- 
ver entered his head—would ſuch an uni- 
on be conſiſtent with his ſtation ?—what- ; 
would the world fay ?—would it not treat 
him with contempt ?—with ſcorn ?—hbis 
rank in life demanded a higher connec- 
tion ?—Theſe were the interrogations of 
Pride, which for ſome time he found 
bimſelf unable to anſwer. | 
Love, however, baniſhed that un- 
worthy paſſion— True, ſaid he to him- 
ſelf, ſne may be poor !—ſhe may be de- 
pendant! but is ſhe leſs amiable ?=has 
not the hard hand of Affliction, of pinch- 
ing Poverty reduced her to a ſituation 
ill ſuited to her merit? Am I not in 
poſſeſſion of independence ?—am I not 
bleſſed with wealth, equal to my higheſt 
viſhes? to what more worthy purpoſe 
can I put that wealth, than to raiſe. the 
drooping maid above ne above 
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wants that ſubje& her to. the taunts of 
leſs worthy, becaufe richer beings — 
what are to me the ſcofts, the ridicule of 
the misjudging world ?—If ſhe can but 


love me, - ſhall I not have happineſs 


enough? 

Away ye unworthy dictates of Pride, 
that prevent the expanſion of the heart, 
and narrow the foul !—and come thou 
_ enchanting companion Love! ſmile on 
my purſuits—Inſpire but the dear maid, 
with an equal paſſion, and J ſhall poſſeſs 
more real happineſs than it is in the 

| power of rank and wealth to beſtow. - 
Th! he victory was obtained by Love 
chat gentle power poſſeſſed more influ- 
ence in his boſom than Pride, and con- 
fequently foon * the AP 
of bis antagoniſt. 
He encouraged its power, and with 
the reſolution to purſue his ſuit with ar- 

four, he retired to dream of ſuture 


happineſs in the * of _ OL 


85 mond. © 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


An INTERVIEW. 


Havinc. formed-'this reſolution, 


Frederick became much more frequent 
in his viſits to Berkley-{quare, and took 
every opportunity of paying his devoirs 
to Miſs Oſmond but ſhe, to his mor- 


tification, appeared aſſiduouſly to avoid 


him. 
Lady Matilda ſeemed to pay particu- 


lar attention to Frederick, and hung 


upon every word he uttered, with an 


attention viſible to every one but him- 
felf—Entirely  engrofſed by Miſs Of- 


mond, he attended not to the actions or 
cenguf}- of any one elſe, and all bis 
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every poſſihle mark of reſpeQ- 


expected than agreeable.” 


_—_— . 
MP, 


$0 ARLEY. 


thoughts were employed in planning to 


procure an interview with her alone — His 
efforts were for ſome time unſucceſsful, 
and at length he obtained that by chance, 


which he was not able to ſecure by de- 


fign ;—riſing one morning, earlier than 
uſual, he reſolved, as it was particularly 


fine, to take a turn in the Park. 


He inſenſibly wandered into Hyde 
Park, and then determined to make 
Berkley- Square his way back to Pall - 
Mall; he had not proceeded far towards 
Groſvenor Gate, when a lady coming 
towards him in a thoughtful manner, en- 
gaged his attention as they approached 
each other, to his inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, 


he beheld Miſs Oſmond—at the fight of 


him ſhe ſtarted, and was apparently very 
much confuſed—He addreſſed her with 


. *7 Miſs Oſmond ! to meet you 4 ear - 
& ly and alone, is a pleaſure not more un- 


She 
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She anſwered not a word. 
« Perhaps, what I vainly call a pleaſure _ 
« you conſider a diſappointment, and 
« while I am rejoicing at this meeting, 
« you are conſidering of it as an imper- 
« tinent intruſion.” n 
« ] beg pardon, Sir, Mr. Arley cannot 


« be impertinent.“ 
« Permit me then to become a partner 


« in your morning's walk.” 

. «You muſt excuſe me, Sir, the Hflanee 

a between us renders the impropriety 1 too 

« ſtriking for you to wiſh it.“ ba 
« But 1 do wiſh, I do entreat it, for” 

te long, very long, madam, have I endeas 

« youred to obtain a moment's interview 


« with you.” 
With me! what would you with x me, 


« Sir?” | 
« The firſt moment I beheld you, L 
a thought you amiable, your behaviour 
« confirmed me inmy idea—alas, Iſound 
you were too lovely for my peace. 
E5 1 Sir, N 
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« Sir, (interrupted Miſs Oſmond) to 

* what does your converſation tend? my 
< preſent ſituation does not teach me to 
«« expe compliments from the great, 'or 
5 bid me hope for any honorable in- 
s tentions towards me; yet, Sir, I truſt- 
red! my conduct would have procured 
« me ſome little reſpect, and my depend 
Ky ance would not have MINES me to 
* inſult.“ | 

There was an unaffeQed dignity in her 
manner that abſolutely commanded awe ; 
and without deigning to caſt a look at 
Frederick the walked. away Our hero 
was confounded—that ſhe ſhould imagine 
he meant to offer infult to her, cut him 
to the ſoul — he would have followed, 
to explain his intentions, but ſhe had 
turned out of the Park, and was out of 
fight ere he could abſolutely determine 
upon preventing her. 
Frederick felt the moſt painful emotions; 


he had loſt the opportunity he had ſo 
| long 


4 R T E 7. —_ 
Jong wiſhed for, to declare his love; he 
had not only loſt the opportunity, but had 
left an impreſſion on the mind of Miſs 


Oſmond little to his advantage. 


One moment he reſolved to write to 


her and explain his intention, and the 


next he rejected that ſcheme; he wiſhed 


to inſpire her with an equal paſſion, from 
her own lips he therefore determined to 

learn his doom, and with a reſolution to 
wait till another opportunity ſhould pre- 


fent itſelf, he returned home, Vite 


attempting to purſue her ſteps, enveloped 
in er e and dejethion, 


E 


CHAPTER XM. 
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| — A Rour.—The siLExnT GENTLEMAN, = 


FRED ERICR had formed no other 
acquaintance ſince his arrival in town, 
than with Lord Clareville's family; nor 
did he think it neceſſary; their connec- 
tions were ſo very extenſive, and he was 
almoſt daily being introduced to ſome 
of them. 

He made it his condant rule to pay 
his reſpefs to Lady Clareville and his 
friend every day; with her he was a 
great favourite; independent of being 

the friend of her ſon, ſhe liked him. on 
PFrom Lord Clare- 
ville or Lord Walton he did not receive 
much 


Ie 6 
much civility, the former was enveloped 
in his pride, and never. thought any one 

worthy of his notice, who poſſeſſed not 
a title; and the latter conſidered a pru- 
dent young man as a character out of 
nature. His purſuits were different to 
h 4 5's; A nd therefore they hardly _ 
ever met.tog: ether ; and when they did, 
Lord Walton took but little notice of 
him, deſpiſing the ſobriety of his diſ- 
poſition, and conſidering him beneath 
his aſſociation. _ 

The town was full of the beſt of comis 
pany, and agreeable to cuſtom; in fa- 
ſhionable families, a night was appointed 

on. which Lady Clareville was to have a 
grand rout. Cards of invitation were 
ſent to a very large party, and Frede- 
rick was invited among the reſt ; of the 
meaning or intent of a rout. he was tow 

| tally ignorant, but he did not think it 
quite neceſſary to expoſe his Ignorance | | 
by * enquiry, | 


The 


& Ar. 

The night came, and Frederiek at- 
wended early ; he found Lady Clareville 
and her two daughters moſt 3 
ly drefled. 
A whole fuit " rooms were rent 


An the moſt elegant ſtile, and near forty 
| card tables ſet out; this appeared aſto- 
- _ Aiſhing, but he concluded they were for 


mew, and could not be all occupied. 
- About nine o'clock the company be- 
den to aſſemble, and before ten there 


| was ſcarce room to ſtir. 

| 1s not this delightful ?” exclaimed 

| 2 Matilda, coming up to him, 

| Perfectly fo, (replied our hero) 
1 . I declare, my lady, 1 can 
* ſcarce keep myſelf from being ſtifled.” 
1 There conſiſts the whole pleaſure, 


for were there room to walk about at 

_, one's caſe, it would be inſufferable. 
Wich all our hero's knowledge he 
could not eonnett the idea of 8 
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ſtilled with any thing deli ghful for ht 

foul of him. 
However, he would not 1 fo gel 
titute of politeneſs as to diſſent from La- 
dy Matilda's opinion; he therefore u- 
nited with her in declaring, that an 

could be more enchanting. a” 

Come then, (ſays ſhe) will 7 90 
tc and cut in“ 

« With the utmoſt pleaſure, if your | 
e Jadyſhip will do me the honour to we 
« my partner.” | 

Lady Matilda's eyes expreſſed der fas 
tisfaction. Going up to one of the card 
tables, they waited till there were two. 
vacant ſeats, and then took their places. 

Frederick played decently at whiſt, 


nor did he diflike a game at cards, 

though he had an utter averfion to the 
idea of gambling; in the preſent inſtance 
as to the ſum played for, he was under 
the neceſſity of being ruled by the c com- 
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There was a fault in his compoſition} = 
which ſubjected him to many diſagree- 
able conſequences—a wiſh to pleaſe, 
made him give into other people's 
ſchemes, although he was nearly cer- 
' tain the event would be to his own diſ- 
advantage. 
le ſaw every body take and lay betts; 
they were offered to him, but he at firſt 
declined. A gentleman who lent on 
the back of his chair, having repeatedly 
propoſed one to him, a wiſh not to ap- 
pear ſingular, at length induced him to 
accept it—be loſt—having once began 
he continued, and the conſequence Was, 
that he roſe from the card table with the 
loſs of two hundred guineas. 

Much diſpleaſed with himſelf, he retir- 
ed to a part of the room, where, the com- 
pany were too much engaged with their 
own concerns, to take any notice of him. 
. How inconſiderate! how filly! (ſaid 


15 * he to himſelf) what I have thus care- 
. _ lefdly, 


1 - O 


2 4 88 8 
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te efsly, and ads 1 away, : 


« if properly. applied, would have en- 
«.abled me to cheer the heart of many 


a poor ſufferer, and aſſiſted many an 


cc unfortunate. fellow creature !” 


The poignancy of his feelings, ren- 


dered him inſenſible to the numerous 


company. WP 
He gave utterance to the above ex- 


clamation, loud enough to be heard by 


an old gentleman who ſat next him, 
ſeemingly as deep in thought as bin: 
ſelf. = 
With viſible furpriſe, he fan his 
eyes on our hero's face—Senſible of the 
inconſiderateneſs he had been guilty of, 
Frederick was about to retire from this 
ſcene of his folly, when the old gentle- 
man took hold of his hand to prevent 
him. There was a benignity in his 


countenance, that pleaſed Frederick 
much; and from a reverence he . 5 


for thoſe advanced i in yean he ſuffered. 
bimſclf 
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- | himſelf tobedetained. He took a chair 
and fat down by his fide, and ſuppoſing 
che old gentleman had heard his reflec- 
5 tion, he continued 
I have been guilty, Sir, of impru- 
« dence, in lofing fo large a fum, but 
c for the future my 2 ſhall 
« not carry me ſo far.“ 

The old man nodded his head at what 
our hero ſaid, in token of approbation, 
but remained perfectly filent—Frederick 

was ſurpriſed he began a converſation 
on various topics, but ſtill no anſwer 
was returned; he was half inclined to 
be angry with him, when Lady Matilda, 
5 nn traverſing the room, came up to 

hem, and perceiving with whom Free 
| + Gerick had got— -- 
Lord, (faid ſhe in a whiſper) what 
= do you fit moping there, with old 

« Manfel for? have you not been told 

5 chat he never ſpeaks to any body ? 
25 2 Wer is Eno by moſt perſons of dif- 
© | te tinction, 
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* tinQtion; is ſaid to be immenſely rich, 5 


« and does many charitable actions, but 


©« he is univerſally diſliked wherever he : 


cc goes.” 


Frederick was s at the ace 


count he had received; he found him- 
ſelf much intereſted ; however, not be- 
ing able to reſiſt Lady Matilda's preſſing 
intreaties to mingle with the company, 

he bowed reſpeatully to the old gentle» 
man, who returned his ſalute with much 
complaiſance. The remaining part of 
the evening, Frederick and Lady Matil» 
da chatted on indifferent ſubjetts. 


About three o'clock in the morning, ; 
the company being greatly diminiſhed, 


he prepared to depart ; paſſing that end 


of the room, he obſerved Mr. Manſel 


ſtill ſitting in the ſame corner. The cha- 
ratter Lady Matilda had given of him, 


excited his curioſity, and he wiſhed to 
procure his acquaintance ;- with much... 


reſpekt, therefore, he went up to him, T8 
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Par offered to neadmmodite kim with A 


feat in his chariot. | 
The old gentleman nodded conſent, 


our hero's carriage Frederick deſired 


to be informed where he ſhould ſet him 


\ 


| and taking hold of his arm, walked to 


down, but no anſwer was returned; of 


courſe. he ordered his ſervant home, 
When they arrived in Pall-mall, he de- 
fired the old gentleman to let the car- 
riage convey him to his own dwelling, 


away, leaving Frederick aſtoniſhed at 
the ſingularity of his conduct. 
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but which, by a wave of his hand, he 
refuſed, and bowing courteouſly, walked 
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REFLECTIONS. 


Fx O M the firſt time Miſs Oſmond 
had been in our hero's company, ſhe con- 
ceived very favorable impreſſions of him 
—He was totally deſtitute of pride, his 
manner eaſy and elegant; his perſon ſu- - 
perior to the generality of his ſex; and 
the tone of his voice proclaimed the gen 
Ueneſs of his diſpoſition. 

She ſoon found her heart was likely to 
be more engaged in his favour than ſhe at 
firſt imagined, and which ſhe did not 
think proper, in her forlorn fituation—it 
vas upon this account that ſhe had avoid- 
| ed: him with great care, and poſleſſed 'of 
| much 
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much ſtrength of mind, ſhe reſolved to 
overcome her growing attachment, leſt 


it ſhould prove diſtructive to her peace 


* 


for ever. 


On the morning in n which be met her 5 


in the park, ſhe was revolving in her 
mind the events of her life, the tempta- 
tions which the hand of man is continually 


throwing out, tolead the innocent female 


ow the path of virtue. 
This refleQion had tindured her mind 


with a kind of hatred for the ſex, and 


when our hero addreſſed her in a ſtile of 
admiration, ſhe conceived he meant to 
offer her ſome inſult, and therefore de- 


parted with no * N of 
him. a 

Yet ſhe afterwards repented not ſtay- 
ing to hear what he would have faid, 
her heart inſinuated “ perhaps his 
« defigns were honourable; perhaps he 


e had no intention to inſult me, he 
. e. to poſſeſs a mind above offering 
| 2 any. 
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© any thing unbecoming to an unproteQs 
« ed female; might he he not rather wiſh 
« to guard, than deſtroy her innocence.” 

Such were the whiſperings of Love to 
her boſom ; but when ſhe conſulted Pru- 
dence, ſhe informed her that it was not 
very probable that a young man of for- 
tune, would unite himſelf to * 
* and dependance. 

She determined, therefore, to be more 
upon her guard, and never hazard ano- 


ther interview; ſhe reſolved ta combat 
the encroachments of affection, tho' in 
the moment of ſolitude many a ſigh would 
ſhe breathe for one, who, in ſpite of all 
her fortitude, Sho could not bring derlei 
to forges 
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The MansIown of MouRNING. 


r had- Frederick riſen, the 


day after the rout, when his valet came 


into his room, with the information, that 
an old gentleman was in the hall, from 
whom they could not get a word, but 
who, by his actions ſeemed to want to 


; ſpeak to him. 


Frederick deſired him to be 8 in, 
naturally concluding it was the ſingular 
perſon he had met with at Lady Clare- 
ville's, and ſuppoſing he ſhouid now be 


enabled to get a little further into his 
character.. | 


Being 
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Being conducted into the breakfaſt 5 
parlour, he ſeated himſelf with a re- "1 
ſpectful inclination of the head, and | 
taking from his pocket a pencil and a 
ſlip of paper, began to write ſomething 
on it, which, when he had finiſhed he 
preſented to our hero, who read the 
following ſentence. | WE 
« If you are willing to make atone- 
„ ment for the Fae of laſt night, ac- 
e company me.“ 
« To ſhew you how fincerely I do 
* repent, (ſaid F e I will 80 with 
you this moment. 
The old Gentleman immediately roſe 
and our hero followed him. 
They proceeded without a ſingle word 
through many windings and turnings, 
till at laſt, ſtopping at. a mean looking 5 
houſe, and beckoning Frederick to fol- 4 
low him, the old gentleman went * 5 
ſtairs, he obeyed with ſilent amazement: 
and following him to the ſecond floor, oY 4%: 00 
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A. 
he there ſtopped and knocked at a door; 


after waiting ſome moments it was open- 
ed by a decent young woman whoſe eyes 
were much {woln with tears. | 

Manſel, without taking the leaſt no- 
tice of her or ſaying a ſingle word, walk- 
ed into the room; Frederick went in 
alſo—but what was his aftomſhment and 
anxiety on behoidinga miſerable grey- 
headed old man ſtretched on a ſorry bed 
with ſcarcely any covering ; the windows 
broken, and the ceiling decayed in ſuch 
a manner as to be no barrier to the in- 
clemency of the ſeaſon nor ſtoppage to 
the chilling rains; with barely a neceſ- 
fary article and not the leaſt ſpark of fire 
in the room, notwithſtanding the ſnow 
for ſeveral days had been pen the 
ground. 

The poor old creature appeared to be 
approaching very faſt to his latter end; 


= and the girl, his daughter, who was with 


* * 
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bim, look'd pale and emaciated, and as 
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if ſhe had been worn to a ſkeleton by 
the hard gripe of Poverty and the want 
of common neceſſaries. 

Merciful God, what a ſcene is this!” 
exclaimed Frederick with horror; for 
until that moment he had been a ſtranger 
to diſtreſs and conſequently this ſcene of 
miſery was beyond his conception. 

Upon his exclamation the old gentle- 
man looked at him, and that look ſeem- _ 
ed to ſay, © Here the money which you 
* ſoft laſt night had been much better 
"mM employed.” | 

As ſuch, at leaſt, did Frederick feel 
it—being ſomewhat recovered from the 
ſurpriſe which the miſerable ſcene had at 
firſt thrown him into, he advanced up to 
the ſide of the bed and addrefled the af- 
flicted man with a voice of the utmolt 
gentleneſs and concern. 

« If thou art not too ſar ſpent to ren- 
« der my coming uſeleſs, tell me, oh, 
66 tell me which way I can ſerve.you?. WE 
3 „ Altſuene@&, 
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« Affluence is mine !—ſpeak therefore 
« your wants, your wiſhes, and if they 
«arc within the compaſs of my fortune 
1 they ſhall be ſatisfied.” 

The poor old creature would have re- 
plied but he could not, his ſtrength was 
too much exhauſted. 

« The Almighty ſurely has ſent you 
(faid the girl) in pity to our diſ- 
« treſs; for my poor father lacks proper 
*« nouriſhment and I. every moment ex- 


0 


» 


* pett to be his os and ſee him ex- 


© pire for want.“ 

« For want! (ſaid F rederick) and has 
et the poor wretch wanted food? by 
Heaven he ſhall do fo no more! here 
« take this money, haſte, fly, and get 
ee him ſomething inſtantly ; nay, I will 
«| go and procure him ſome refrcſh- 
ments myſelf— where are they to be 
cc got *. 

Without waiting for any anſwer he 


flew down ſtairs and perceiving # a tavern 


in 
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in a neighbouring ſtreet, inattentive to 


to the infinuations of pride, he went in 


and entreated they would let bave any 
thing they had ready that was fit for a 


ſick man. At that moment a waiter 


coming by with a roaſt chicken, which 
Frederick ſuppoſing was brought him in 


* 


conſequence of his application, he ſeized 


it with avidity, and was out of the houſe 
before the aſtoniſhed waiter recovered 


from his ſurpriſe the moment he had he 


ſat out in purſuit of our hero, but found 
it impoſitble to overtake him until he had 
got into the room, and from whence he 


perceived it was impracticable to recover 


his chicken had he been ever ſo inclined, 
but the appearance of the poor old crea- 
ture deprived him of any ſuch wiſh, and 
being paid ſufficient to ſatisfy his maſter 
he returned to account for the whimſical 
circumſtance, and leave the Barriſter, 


for whom it had been dreſſed as a ſnap. 


between the trials he was retained in at 


F 3 Weſt. 
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Weſtminſter-hall, to try if it would not 
be ſuſſicient grounds for an action of 


damages. 

Frederick cut off the breaſt of che 
chicken, and with his own band admi- 
niſtered it to the aged ſufferer, and then 


compelled: him to drink part of a glals 
of wine which he had made the girl pro- 


ure. | 
Meanſel ſtood all this time ſilent in one 
corner of the room, attentively obſerve— 
ing the conduct of Arley, while the 
daughter, unable to reſtrain her emo- 
tions at ſeeing her parent thus unex- 
peQedly relieved, dropped down upon 
her knees, and lifting up her hands to 
Heaven, with an affcQing voice, inter- 
rupted by ſighs and tears, ſhe exclaimed, 
« Merciful Heaven, who beholdeſt the 
* humanity of this benevolent ſtranger, 
* and ſeeing muſt admire, ſhower down 
thy choiceſt bleſſings on his head; 
« 1eward, oh! reward him, as thou haſt 
© molt 
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« moſt gracioully promiſed, according 
« to his works, and in that moment re- 
«© member this his goodneſs to my belp- 
« Jeſs father!“ © 2 

Frederick's humanity flowing from the 
natural impulſe of his heart, this tribute 
of gratitude affected him. 

The poor old man being much re- 
vived by the refreſhments that had been 
procured, Frederick delired he would 
inform him what cruel misfortunes 
could poſſibly have reduced them to that 
diſtreſsful ſituation as it might perhaps 
be in his power to render them ſome ſer- 
vice.—Raiſing himſelf, as well as he could 
on his wretched bed, and ſupported by 
his daughter, the old man in a tremulous 
tone of voice, ſpoke to the following 
effett 

« Benevolent Stranger! not two years 
« ago ] was in comfortable circumſtances; 
by unremitting induſtry I had acquired 
a ſum of money ſufficient, as I thought, - 

| | F 4 « for. 


« for the remainder of my days my trade 

« flouriſhed, and I only waited to ſee my 
daughter happily married, that I might 

e reſign my bulineſs to her, and ſpend 

«the reſt of my time in preparing for 

another world. A young man, whom 
« I thought ſober and induſtrious, paid 

« his addreſſes to her, I encouraged 
„% them—he ſeemed to be fond of her, 

3 *« and I gave my conſent to their mar- 

1 riage; the time was fixed at ſome lit- 

- «tle diſtance, and previous to which he 
de called upon me one day, and ſaid if 

« would be ſecurity for him, he had an 

opportunity of entering into a buſineſs 

e that would be infinitely more to his 

« advantage than following mine, which 

« had propoſed, as it was in the profeſ- 

* fon he had been brought up to. 

Happy that my dear girl had ſuch a 

* good proſpett, I conſented, and the 

agreement was entered into; about 


5 two months aſterwards I was called 
3 „ c upon 
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* upon for the payment of the ſum; the 


« young man having been guilty of ſome 


« imprudence had fled. Not being able 


« to command ſo much money, I was 
« arreſted and ſent to jail; this injured 
« my trade, and drew all my creditors 
« upon me, who for their own ſakes, 
thought it prudent to procure a Com- 


« miſſion of Bankruptcy againſt me; 


ce after undergoing the neceſſary forms, 


« my certificate was granted, and I was 

« releaſed from the horrid manſion. 
« But how different was my ſituation! 
« from a ſtate of independance, a was 
« now reduced to beggary. My friends | 


* rendered me ſome little aſſiſtance, but 
« I found they beheld me with very dif- 
« ferent eyes in my need, to what they 
« had done in proſperity; ſome pitied, 


« but moſt thought proper to condemn. 7 


« me. & > 


- * FJ» - 1 * 
« With the trifling pittance my cre- 
« ditors allowed me, we came into this 


ER „lodging 
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9 lodging i in hopes of getting into ſome 
_ «© employ, but every endeavour proved 
« ineffectual, and we became under the 
e abſolute neceſſity of parting with our 
« clothes to procure ſubſiſtence, but that 
« recourſe failing, we gave ourſelves 
« up to our miſerable fate—This good 
*« gentleman, by ſome means, became 
* acquainted with our wretchedneſs, and 
e relieved us, but the cruel landlord 
& threatened if we did not pay him to 
* turn us out of doors; we were there- 
« fore obliged to ſatisfy his demands, 
* which deprived us of all that gentle- 
% man's kindneſs had beſtowed; and 
e grief added to our other misfortunes, 
10 by reducing me to I enſeebled ſitu- 
* ation you now ſee me. | 
| | Our hero was ſ-nfibly affected at this 
tale of unmerited diſtreſs, and perceiv- 
ed that the old man was exhauſted by the 
effort he had made, and required com- 
poſure ; taking, therefore, the girl on 
| one 
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one ſide, he put ten guineas into her 
hand, and told her to get as many neceſ- 
ſaries as they wanted, for that he ſhould. 
remove him from this wretched place as 
ſoon as poſlible. | 

The poor girl was proceeding to in- 
voke Heaven's bleſſings on our hero 
againg when Frederick wiſhing her a 
good day, retreated down ſtairs, perfett- 
ly fatisfigd with what he had done, and 
fully determined that his aſſiſtance ſhould 
not end here. ; 

All the way home he was conſidering 
what would be the beſt method of reſ- 
cuing this unfortunate man and his child 
from miſery by the time he had reach. 
ed Pall Mall he had come to a determi- 
nation, but as he was not one of thoſe, 
who are ſond of being thanked for favours, 
he reſolved not to go to them again, but 
to ſend his propoſitions; in a letter, 


therefore, which he ſent by his ſootman, ., 
he offered them an aſylum near his cou: 


” l 5 
- W-- 
EE 
: "4% 5 . 
L 8 \ : E — 
2 6 

SI, 

+ * 


try ſeat, to which place he deſired they 
would ſet out as ſoon as poſſible, if they 
approved of his propoſal, and he would 
ſend to his ſervants there to provide them 
with an habitation until he came down 
himſelf—With this letter he forgot not 
to ſend ſufficient to defray the expences 
of the j Journey ; and it is almoſt needleſs 
to ſay it wasreceived with gratitude, and 
its contents aeceded to with pleaſure. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


A T ALE. 


| „ 


HaviNxC ſettled this buſineſs to his 


ſatisfaction, he thought of changing the 


ſcene, by a viſit to Berkley-ſquare, for 
even the, recolleton of the laſt night's 
folly was not ſufficient to counteratt the 
attractions of friend and miſtreſs. 


When he came there, he found no 


one viſible but Charles, who was ſitting 


very thoughtfully by himſelf: Upon ſee- 
ing his viliter ; 

Frederick, (faid he) I am glad you 
te are come; for I am horribly out of 
« ſpirits, and ſo dull, as not to find 
« amuſement in any thing. 


2 

33 
82 
- 0 

* 
5 


4 m 
- F . 
- | Te ; 
* * 
ac v ag”. - Rang 
a S r 2 * * 
6 5 © x 
2 - < * * , * « % 
* 1 4 * 
* . 1 LY 
# * —_— 
* 2 — 
of — * -. < py = 
. > . % - 
* ; + 5 RS. * es 
” L % . * 
* * 
1 * 
” 


N 


— 


no | XL EY. 

I have obſerved that to be the caſe 
« for this week paſt, (replied Frederick) 

| « but would not ſeem to do it, becauſe 

| « I wiſhed not to appear officious or in- 
« truding, however, if there is any 
te thing in which my aſſiſtance may be 
. c uſeful, command it.” 

There was ſomething in ol hero's 
voice, when he offered his ſervices to 
any one, that ſpoke the ſincerity of his 
heart. | 
« Why, yes, Frederick, you may be 
e of eflential ſervice to me.” 

* You rejoice me exceedingly by the 
te information,” replied Frederick. 
gut we are ſubject to intrufion here, 
« (ſaid Charles) let us take a ramble in 

* the Park, and I will there inform you.” 

Frederick could have no objeQtion, 
and they fat out together. Clareville, 

when they had got -out of the Ie. | 
began in this manner, 


6 ] will 
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« J will now, my dear friend, relate 
cc to you the origin of my acquaintance 
ce with the lovely girl whom you reſ- 
ce cued ſo nobly, and ſome other cir- 
« cumſtances which I could not divulge 
< before. 
** About ſeven months ſince, as I was 
not many miles from Clareville 
caſtle, a young lady and her ſervant 
« paſſed me full ſpeed; ſhe had not got 
an hundred yards from me, when her 
« horſe ſtumbled, and threw her with 
« oreat violence againſt the ſtump of a 
te tree. I immediately haſtened to her 
« aſſiſtance - ſhe was ſenſeleſs—her ſer- 
e vant came to my aſſiſtance and by 
« raiſing her from the ground, we in a 
e ſhort time brought her to herſelf. 
On her recovery from the fright, 
« ſhe thanked me for my kindneſs, and 
e prepared to walk home, but perceive- 
« ing ſhe- had not ſufficient ſtrength, 
« from having hurt her ancle in the- fall, 
ME, 
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« ] inſiſted on her ſupporting herſelf on 
% my arm. 
0 After half an hour's low walking, 
*« e arrived at her houſe; it was aneat 
* building, and moſt beautifully ſitu- 
« ated ; I would here have taken my 
« leave, but ſhe requeſted I would walk 
« in, which having done, ſhi intro- 
« duced me to her mother, Ind re- 
te lated the accident ſhe had received, 
« and dwelt with particular emphaſis on 
« the ſervice I had rendered her. 
e The mother was profuſe in her ac- 
« knowledgements, and inſiſted on my 
« ſtaying with them to dinner] did ſo 
« the young lady in the fall had ſlightly 
« ſprained her ancle, but from an ap- 
« plication of ſomething her mother 
* had in the houfe, ſhe received almoſt 
« inſtant relief; ſo much ſo, as to be 
c enabled to accompany me in the gar- 


« den while dinner was preparing, and 
« I found 
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I found in her perſon and manner a 
lovelineſs and delicacy that was inex- 
preſſibly pleaſing. 
« After ſpending an amend day, 
I prepared to leave them, when the 
old lady again thank'd me for the aſ- 
ſiſtence I had been of to her daughter, 
and gave me a general invitation to 
the i promiſed to do my ſelf 
the pleaſure of waiting on them and 
went away much delighted with the 
day's adventure and the acquaintance 
I had made. The next day I paid 
them a viſit to enquire whether the 
young lady experienced any ill effects 
from her fall; this viſit I ſoon repeat- 
ed, and in a ſhort time, without know- 
ing what impulſe led me, I called 
every day, and was every day re- 
ceived with particular kindneſs. 
e There imperceptibly grew an inti- 
macy between us—Miſs Williamſon 
would frequently ramble with me into 
_ «ole 7 
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& ſome of the moſt beautiful walks, and 
« often accompany me on horſeback to 
e the moſt romantic proſpects not far 
* from their houſe, and with which part 
« of the country till then I was totally 

* unacquainted. 

« In this agreeable aſſociation we 
« went on for ſome time, and I was 
v never contented out of her cOmpany ; 
« It was then I began to perceive ſhe 
* had made an impreſſion upon my heart 
| * that would moſt probably ripen into 
I *©< love—knowing the pride of my Lord 
« Clareville, his prejudice in favour of 
i © perſons of rank and faſhion, and his 
W ambitious views in that reſpect with 
| ee regard to alliances for his children, 
te the diſcovery gave me ſome alarm; 
« and convinced that a paſſion of that 
« kind muſt be productive of trouble 
« and uneaſineſs, I ſtrove all in my 
8 power to conquer it, but in vain; I 
= * had indulged it too long, and all my 
to « efforts 
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efforts were unſucceſsful. In ſhort, I 


continued my viſits; ſhe daily appear- 
ed more and more amiable in my eyes, 
and I gave myſelf entirely up to the 
pleaſing delirium of love. 

« I ſaw, or at leaſt thought I ſaw, ſome 
endeavours on her part to give me 


pleaſure, this induced me to flatter 


my ſelf 1 was not indifferent io her, 
and impelled me one day when we 
were by ourſelves to make an open 


avowal and entreat her to cheriſh that 


paſſion which her beauty and good 
ſenſe had inſpired. 

« She turned her head away, bluſh'd, 

and was filent; yet 1 flattered myſelf 
from her manner that my declaration 
was not diſagreeable; and without 
troubling you with all that paſſed, by 


degrees I drew from her a ſoft con- 


feſſion that I was already in Pn 


of her tendereſt eee h 
«Al | 
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cc All thoughts of diſobliging his Lord- 
« ſhip and the conſequences that would 
attend it were now totally eradicated 


< from my mind; beloved by my dear 
« Miſs Williamſon I diſregarded the 


ce whole world beſide, and had no idea 
« that the happineſs I then experienced 
could be equalled or Interrupted by 
« any event whatever. 

&« In this concluſion I ſoon found my- 
« ſelf deceived, anda circumſtance hap- 
« pened which interrupted our felicity 
« and plunged me in the deepelt ſorrow. 


« The old lady was ſuddenly ſeized with 


* a violent fever, and on the third day 


« expired, leaving the darling of my 
« heart to mourn the loſs of a tender 


« and moſt affeftionate parent. The 


c neceflary duties being paid to her mo- 


« ther, and the funeral obſequies over, 


Prudence ſuggeſted. to Miſs William- 


s ſon that it would be very improper for 


to receive my viſits as before, and 


"Be. 
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the houſe was too lonely for her to re- 


main in by herſelf. I felt the force of 


her arguments too ſtrongly to give them 


any oppoſition, although I was wild 


at the thoughts of our ſeparation. In 
the end ſhe came to town to reſide 
with a ſiſter of her mother's; and this 


IJ had perſuaded her to as the buſ- 


tle of the metropolis was the moſt 
likely to diſſipate her grief, and know- 
ing beſide that I ſhould ſoon follow 
her, as the ſeaſon was approaching on 
which our family would of courſe 
leave the country. * 
« In this ſituation, however, ſhe was 
doom'd not to continue, for on her 
arrival in town ſhe found her aunt in 
an indifferent ſtate of health, and very 


ſhortly after had to lament the loſs of 
her alſo—upon this ſhe removed to 


where you lately ſaw her in St. Alban's- 
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o On coming to London I had viſit- 


ed her, and continued conſtantly to 
do ſo until this laſt misfortune hap- 


pened, when I could not help feeling 


for her ſituation, and beholding her 
without a relation in the world, as 
defenſeleſs and unfriended. 

« Hitherto I had dreaded to reſolve 
even myſelf with reſpett to my inten- 
tions, but now every other conſider- 


ation vaniſhed and 1 reſolved to give 


myſelf a right to protect her. 
It however, required ſome manage- 


ment to break my intentions to her, 
as I could not do it in that open and 


g honourable manner I could wiſh— 
With as much delicacy as was in my 


power I hinted at her unprotettcd ſitu- 
ation and propoſed a private marriage, 


explaining the diſpoſition of Lord 


Clareville and my dependance on him 
as the ſole motive for my wiſhing to 


keep it for one moment a ſecret—this 


wy Pro- 
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propoſition ſhe for ſome time refuſed, 
nat ſhe ſaid from any doubts of my. 
honour or want of affection, but mere- 
ly that ſhe could not conſent my at- 
 tachment for her ſhould involve me 


in a diſagreement -with my father— 
Theſe objections were ſufficient in- 


ducements for me to perſevere until 1 
obtained her conſent—and a very few 


days aſter we were married. 

« Thus being ſecure of the girl of my 
heart, and empowered with a right to 
protect that virtue which was left with- 
out a friend or connection, I went on 
for ſome time in perfect happineſs— 
Apprehenſion, however, ſoon ſtole in 
upon me, and whenever I was alone, 
I could not avoid an involuntary ſigh 
at the dread of a diſcovery and the 


uneaſineſs it would poſſibly involve us 


with my father whenever it came to 


his knowledge ; her preſence would 
nevertheleſs diſpel my fears if ſhe bows: 
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20 pened to FREY even in thoſe 
. moments of reflection. 
+... * To continue living in this manner 

« 1s impoſſible, I cannot help feeling it 
« as a meanneſs in myſelf to be thus 
« daily in the habits of deceit and a 
« diſgrace to my family that the wife 
of Lord Clareville's ſon ſhould live in 
concealment ; I am therefore deter- 
mined his Lordſhip ſhall be informed 
of my marriage; I bave little hopes 
of his forgiveneſs, at firſt at leaſt; time 
« may work in my behalf, and ſince it 
muſt be known, why the ſooner it is 
ſo the better. And now, my dear 
Frederick, this brings me to a part I 
would gladly, if poſſible avoid; but 
will you pardon my wanting to make 
© you a party in my difficulties, by re- 
* queſting you to undertake the taſk of 
informing my father of my union. 
The taſk I know is a very unpleaſant 


one, but I have no one elſe from whoſe 
« 1nter- 
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60 {rence I could fo much hope for 


cc. 


« ton with it, he would either treat me 


cc 


cc 
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ſucceſs—was I to acquaint Lord Wal- 


with the hauteur of an elder brother, 


or ridicule me for my folly—it is you, 
therefore, and only you, on whom 1 


can place any dependance; and from 


the friendſhip of Frederick I expect 


he wou'd do much to ſerve me. 
« Nor ſhall you be diſappointed, (re- 

plied Frederick) I will wait upon his 
Lordſhip: whenever you think proper 
and ſincerely hope I ſhall find him as 
willing to ratify your happineſs, as 
I am ready to wiſh it may never meet 
with any interruption.—When would 
you that I ſhould deſire this Interview 


with him ?” 


« As ſoon as poſſible.“ 
* I think we had better take a air 
two to conſider the beſt mode of at- 


| tack, and not riſk a defeat by too 


much precipitation.“ 


ce Gand wy 
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wn ag ok I have but little 
cc ire ti of your being able to pro- 


cure a pardon for an offence Which I 


e had almoſt ſaid I glory i in 150 col. 


« mitted.” “. b 
Aſter Clareville had finiſhed this nar- 
ration they turned their ſteps homeward 


to Berkley- ſquare. 


They found Lady Nane wy Lady 


Matilda in deep converſation. 
4 Oh! I am glad you are come, (ſaid 


ec Lady Matilda) we are going to the 


125 Maſquerade at the Pantheon to-mor- 
« row evening, and want both of you for 


ee eſcorts, for Walton has n re- 


| 


< fuſed us.” 
« We will do durkelves that cleature,” 


replied Clareville and Frederick. 

This was an amuſement of which our 
hero had never partaken, and therefore 
he promiſed himſelf much entertainment 


from it —After fixing the time for r ſeuing 
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out he took his Wim in n to provide 
himſelf with a domino 
At che appointed time he waitedon! the 
ladies, but found Lady Matilda in great 
diſtreſs, for her ſiſter was taken ſuddenly 
ill, and Lady Clareville ſhe knew would 
not conſent toher going without her. TE 


Charles merely went out of compliment 


to his ſiſters, and of courſe felt no diſap- 


pointment, nor took much. pains to get 


over the difficulty; and it was out of Fre- 


derick's power to propoſe any expedient 


to aſſiſt Lady Matilda. 


Ai length, ſtarting up, ſhe. e 
ene « I'll go and perſuade Mils 
_ « Oſmond to go with me, and then I am 


ic ſure my Lady will have no objection 


away ſhe flew, and. preſently, aſter re- 
turned with her mother's permiſſion. 

Ringing the bell, ſhe deſired Mik 
Oſmond might attend her. Frederick 
experienced the greateſt palpitations at 
the idea of c— MifsOſmond, which e 
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he could hardly copceal from the pene- 
trating eye of Lady Matilda, and which 
he could not have done had! ſhe not been 
engroſſed with the mam of the *. 


"3 


querade. 
With much grace Miſs Ofmond « en- 


tered the room, but when Frederick 
ſtruck her ſight, a deep bluſh overſpread 
her cheeks, and with a faultering voice, 
ſhe requeſted to be informed. of 0 
Matilda's pleaſure. 4 
„Ob, you know, Miſs Oſmond, my 
« ſiſter Auguſta is ſo ill, that ſhe cannot 
. accompany me to the r ee 
« you mult therefore go in her ſtead.” 
ve 11 madam,” exclaimed Miſs Oc. 
mond. 
e Yes! I told my Lady you was willing 
& and ſhe has conſented ; you Il ſurely not 
© refuſe me my ſiſters domino will fit you, 
*« but make haſte, you need not make wy 
-« alteration in your dreſs.. 25 
_ Miſs Oſmond n and ne 
>, Clareville 
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Clareville bad obſerved his friend's 
emotions at the. ſight, of Mils Oſmond, . 
and her bluſhes at beholding him, he 
therefore threw a very ſignificant glance 
at Frederick, as if he would congratulate 
him on the fortunate event. 

Frederick underſtood. his friend 8 
meaning, but ſaid nothing Miſs Ol 
mond ſoon appeared her Domino was 
exactly like Lady Matilda's, but Fre- 
derick depended on his penetration, as 
he meant to ſeize any opportunity that 
offered to clear up what had paſſed in the 
Park, and thought he ſhould eaſily diſ- 
cover he one from the other. 

Clareville taking the hand of his iter, 
and Frederick that of Miſs Oſmond, 

they ſtepped into the carriage, and drove 
to the Pantheon, 
Frederick was highly delighted with 
the novelty. and beauty of the ſcene, nor 


was that in the leaſt to be wondered. ats. * 


aa decorations of the place, and the 
lo 3 . manners 
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manners of the be 'of thoſe 
amuſements are merely calculated to in- 
flame the paſſions, and ſeduce the unwary 
into the paths of infamy ; — Frederick 
ſaw a number of young men of faſhions 
| enjoying the ſports of 'the place, but not 
one of them engaged with a female of 
reputation; courteſans, to whom nature 
had been liberal in their formation en- 
groſſed their attention, andinotwithſtand- 
ing our hero was in company with the 
woman he adored, he bluſhed at the 
idea of being known 1 in ſuch a place, with 
fuch a party. 

After walking about a conſiderable 
time, the crowd occaſioned a ſeparation, 
- keaving Frederick with one of the ladies, 
Vvhom he had no doubt was Miſs Oſmond 
sas he had fixed his mind the whole night 
upon endeavouring to engage her alone, 
this was an opportunity he rejoiced at 
having occurred, and fearful they might 
te de — by meeting with their 


party 
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party again before he had come to an ex- 


planation, he reſolved not to loſe a mo- 
ment, but ioſtantly began, by addreſſit ing 


e PATSY 507 abit: 
her: e e | 


cc Why did Miſs Otrond do me che 
e « injuſticet to ſuppoſe I meant to offer any 
* jnſult. to her, in the Park? be af- 
1 ſured, it was the fartheſt thing from my 
C intentions; : 1 meant to offer my perſon, 
;* my fortune to her, and 'to intreat her 
ac acceptance of my hand, and of my af- 
* fection Why then did ſhe ſo abruptly 
leave me? had my condut᷑t ever given 
« her reaſon to ſuſpett my veracity i ? the 
« ſoul of Arley would ſcorn to offer in- 
« ſult to any one; but to Miſs Oſmond, 
& impoſlible let me intreat you not to 
= let this ſcene of gaiety induce you to 
4 place the fincereſt ſentiments of my 
| 47 heart to the account of unmeaning gal- 
0e lantry, for be aſſured, that I am too 
© Jittle acquainted with deceit” to let my 
hy e . what my rn bee 
| & 64 N an 
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ce and t 00 much intereſted in obtsihing 
« your favourable opinion to hazard the 
«Joſs of it by idle aſſeverations. o 9509} 
Frederick anxiouſly waited lor an an- 
ſwer, but to his utter aſtoniſnment Miss 
Oſmond remained ſilent, nor could he 
get one word from her before they again 
met Clareville and Lady Matilda the 
ladies inſtantly joined and walked toge- 
ther as they had done previous to the 
ſeparation taking place; and ſoon after 
the ſupper- rooms being thrown. open 
they proceeded to one of the tables, more 
to obſerve the condutt of the company, 
than to partake of what was provided. 
At ſupper Lady Matilda appeared ex- 
ceedingly out of ſpirits, and at an early 
hour ſhe expreſſed herſelf to be tired of 
the place, and upon which, as ſoon as 
their carriage could be got up they re- 
turned to Berkley-Square, where the 
ladies were ſat down, and Frederick pro- 


ceeded to Pall Mall.— In his way thither, 
| | he 


ARLEY. 129 
he ruminated upon the conduct of Miſs 


Oſmond in having preſerved a total ſi- 


lence to all he had uttered, and at length 


concluded that his paſſion was diſagree- 


able to her“ But why, ſaid he, ſhould 


« ſhe maintain ſo perſecuting a filence ; 5 
hy not tell me ſhe could not look up- 
« on me with a favorable eye! 7 but, per- 


« haps ſhe loves another it muſt be ſo! 


e and herfilence was occaſioned by feel- 
« ingaconfuſionat makingthe confeſſion! ? 


<« —yet why ſhould ſhe be ſo reſerved ? | 
« why not eaſe me of my ſuſpence? for 


«it is plain her heart is another's.” 


Such were his agonizing thoughts when 


the - carriage ſtopped, and he was ſat 85 


dovn at his apartments in Pall Mall. 
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TI E perplexities of his own affairs 
verre not ſufficient to prevent Frederick 
from being equally ſtrenuous in the cauſe 
of his friend, and aſſiduous to put his 

promiſe in practice Sleep was an entire 
ſtranger to his pillow and filence, that is 
Miſs Oſmond's filence, diſturbed his re- 
poſe— Late therefore as it was when he 
went to bed he nevertheleſs aroſe at his 
uſual hour, and ſoon after proceeded to 
St. Alban's-Street for the purpoſe of con- 
ſulting Clareville upon the office be had 


f undertaken, bi 
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Charles had been but a very fe mi- 
nutes himſelf with Louiſa when Arle 
came in—“ Why, how now, F rederick, 
cc (ſaid he) what. has brought you out 
« thus early, alter your laſt night J ram- 
ec ble ?—ſurely nothing has happened— 
« You have heard no ill news; Miſs 
« Oſmond is well, 1 hope ! F 

Thus taken by ſurpriſe with the men- 
tion of Miſs Oſmond's name he ſtood 
confounded, unable to make any. anſwer; 


Air 


until Charles) wich an arch! look repeated 


e 
5 2 hot 2 1 


his enquiry, when more confuled by the | 
manner o of its being put, he replied, at 
the ſame time . knowing what be 


ſaid: n 
"" "mY hope fo too.” 
00 Come, come, Frederick, you Yre-. 


my td N 
I ae, 


: i « tend ignorance with Io bad a grace that 
| Wa vou had Fi confeſs at at once; here 


« are none but f riends, 0 o TY 
of A 49k, . 4 ye 8 8 
« rely e on our 1 th 
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In what —vell, that is a very ſhrewd 


« queſtion and put in an excellent tone, 
« and with a tolerable countenance— 
* and ſince you really dont know what 
„ mean I'll tell you Perhaps y 


es have fon b young lady of the name 


*« Oſmond, and may know ſuch a per- 
* ſon as Mr. Arley; + the former of whom 
has inſpired ſuch a partiality in the 
the breaſt of the latter that they are 


— 


* 


* 


* never together without its being viſi- 
. « ble to the whole company preſent— 
e Now I am very ready to admit that 
Miss Oſmond is a * amiable girl, 


22 


t but 
< But what?“ interrupted Frederick 


. Why I dont think ſhe is blindto the | 


« perfeftions of my friend. 


Frederick's countenance ablirened at ; 


the idea Clareville's words ſuggeſted to 
His mind, and he was now Og to 
. to 2 that be would ſax. 


7 But 


Y ” ” * 


IETI | what 


<, But (continued Charles): a truce to 
40 raillery. Miſs Oſmond is certaiply a | r 
« moſt | amiable: young lady — her man- 
« ners are gentle and her underſtanding 
« ſuperior to moſt of her ' ſex — tlie 
« want of fortune will not, I know, be 
cc an object to Frederick, his foul de- 
i ſpifes intereſted motives, and the mis- 
_ « fortunes of her family having reduced 
« her to ſubmit to a dependant ſituation 
« has rather added to than dimiſhed her- 
attractions, by ſhewing ſhe poſſeſſes a 
« ſweetneſs of diſpoſition that muſt in- 
« ſure happineſs to whoever is W 
e with her hand.” of 
This panegyric of Clareville's, 60 ac- 
cordant with his own ſentiments, fully re- 
covered Frederick from the confuſion 
the ſudden attack had thrown him N 
and he replied, , 7 1 
J confeſs, Charles, Miſs Olmond Is 
a lady whom I highly d. NN 
8 13 love ?” ſaid Louiſa. 


* 


1 
1 
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7 * aye, 
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>< Sede that i is exadlx the caſe, (re- 
e joined Clareyille) and now, ihe Whole 
Leaſeeret is out, and we thall Joop. in 
on a Benedig as well as my 
that you may be as happy a one ] 12 
* cerely wiſh—more ſo you cannot. be, 
. notwithſtanding I. have a father who 
„ may poſibly endeavour to interrupt 
cc . . 
* To conkder the moſt. effeQual way 
« to prevent which was the cauſe of my 
n profent viſit you muſt give me in- 
. AeyAins in what manner J muſt aQ, 
«fl « and I vill ſucceed for you. if a firift 
adherence to them can do it.” 
85 46s | i then more fully explained the 
e of his father, which was 
F eee in the extreme, and prepared 


7 reception, as ſuch a thing Vas 


Dot in che leaſt improbable, if he ſhould 

happen to take up this marriage as an in- 

ſult to > his dignity. 3 
After 


* 1 2 
— 4 
* - 7 - 


agginſt being ſurpriſed at an 


ui. hg” 


Afi er 4 long conſultatioa upon the 
matter it was in the end determined that 
Arley ſhould wait upon his Lordfhip the 
next morning, and that he fhould endea · 
vour to prevail on Lady Clareville to be 
preſent when he opened the buſineſs, as 
Charles was a favourite of his mother's 0 
and he placed great hopes — _ in-: 
 terference. _— 

Louiſa wiſhed the iftrkndich to 4 
be longer poſtponed, for ſhe was to de- -$ 
firous of her Clareville's being forgiven "Ih 
by his parents not to dread the contrary; 
but he was determined either ts give-up 
all for his wife, or have her acknow- 
ledged as ſuch. They equally wiſhed for 
Lord Clareville's pardon though: from 
different motives; he, that his Louiſa 
might move in that circle ſhe was meant 

to adorn; and ſhe, that her Clareville 
might not be render'd uneaſy by his pa- 
rents ee oy an "$I ot | 


41 


* 
8 


n. 
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The whole buſineſs being ſettled, Fre- 
derick was about to take his leave, when 
they infiſted upon his returning to din- 
ner; he conſented, and returned at the 
hour appointed. After dinner they pro- 
poſed a little concert; Louiſa ſat down 
to the harpfichord, of which ſhe was per- 
fett miſtreſs, and they accompanied her, 


Arley on a flute and Clareville with a 


violin. In this manner they amuſed 
themſelves for ſome time ; during which 
Louiſa ſung ſeveral airs, and at length 
turned to that of Miſs Alton's in the 
Heireſs—ſhe began to ſing, and Arley 
would gladly have continued his accom- 
paniments but he attempted it in vain; 
the well-known air drew to his fond re- 
membrance the firſt moment he had heard 
Miſs Oſmond and all his thoughts were 
diſſolved in love. They were amazed 
at his being all at once ſo much out of 


tune—finding himſelf noticed and inca- 
"ms, pubic of proceeding he laid down. the 


ute 


> 
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flute and begged they would go on with- 
out him. | 

« 'I be hang'd (ſaid Charles) took- 
« ing archly at him) if that ſaid Miſs 
« Oſmond. is not at this moment endea- 
& youring to diſturb our harmony.“ 

Arley acknowledged the charge, and 
upon Mrs. Clare ville's requeſting to know 
what had brought the lady ſo forcibly 
into his mind, he related the whole cir- 
cumſtance as it happened on the firſt day 
of his going to dine in Berkley- Square, 
and freely confeſſed the ſentiments ſhe 
had in the firſt moments inſpired»himy.. 
with—that to obtain her eſteem would 
be the height of bis ambition; and to 
marry her the ſummit of his wiſhes. 7 

« And upon my ſoul, Frederick (faid 
« Clareville) much as I eſteem you, ex- 
« cepting the deficiency of fortune, I 1 
e think ſhe is really deſerving of you 
« I have known her ſome ume, and my E 


« liſters in many inſtances have wt TY M1 


> . * 0 
| a | - 
% : | " Py E A 4 


« me reaſon to be convinced of the 


«« ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition may you, 


e Arley, be enabled to inſpire her with 


« an equal affection, and may ſhe bring 
you as much happineſs as my Louiſa 
* has brought to me.” 
Louiſa looked delighted at Clareville's 
compliment, and Frederick's eyes ſuk- 


' fciently told the intereſt he had in every 


thing relative to Miſs Oſmond. 
After ſpending a moſt delightful even- 


| ing Frederick returned home very much 


pleaſed with his friend's happinels, more 


1 love than ever, and conſequently 
xg — at. her recent. lence, leſt 
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An INTERVIEW. 
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« Tus next morning, agreeable to his 
promiſe, Frederick proceeded to Berkley- 
Square, and in order to prevent a diſ- 
appointment by Lord Clarevilleis being 
out, he went at an early hour WEnn 
mene the houſe, at rr 12 


ſhip, oY was e at Breakfaſt vin 5 — * 
Lady Matilda: on bis entry, they ex- 5 p 
preſſed a degree of nenn at em him 


85 


ſo ſoon in the day. 3 15 
I am come, di (cad be) 00 
* queſt a favour; Days. and 1 nights 
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«two, and I hope you will not refuſe | 


de me either.“ 


« It is neceſſary, eg Lady Clare» 
« ville, I ſhould know their tenor, before 
« I give any kind of promiſe; as by 
te your manner they appear to be of 
t importance. "AER 

“They are ſo, madam, to me, as they 
« relate to part of your family. 

* hope you are not come to take any 
* of them away? (ſaid her Ladyſhip ſmil- 
ling) and yet Matilda, by Mr. Arley's 


* 1 . looks, ſhould one not n a at 


10 be the caſe.” is 
Lady Matilda bluſhed—ſhe Joubted 
not bam that was really his errand, for 
it was to her he had made his As +na 
* love at the maſquerade. 
b certainly, madam, my buſimeſs 


= all. in ſome meaſure tend-to a ſepa- 


64,2, " 
1 5 5 k 
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ration, and I muſt firſt beg 
% You will excuſe me, interruphid 
Lady Matilda, riſing and going out of 
8 | | | the 


been more than barely civil to Mr. Arley, 


the room ready to burſt with jealouſy and 


vexation, and not able to hear him de- 


clare his attachment to Miſs Oſmond, 


which ſhe concluded wack was about 


 &&' eo. n 


Lady Matilda IE gone, F en 
proceeded I muſt firſt beg your Lady- 
« ſhip: will endeavour. to procure me a 
«few moments audience with Lord 
« Clareville,- and that you will do me 
te the honour of being preſent * I re- 
« late my buſineſs.” - 1 K 5 


HgBuſineſs with Lord ClarevilleFire- * 


joined het Ladyſhip with viſible Turpriſe, 
knowing that his Lordſhip had ' never 


. 


and which indeed he was not to any o 5 F 


who was deficient in a title. 
At his requeſt, however, ſhe went to. 


Lord Clareville's ſtudy, where he w 0 5 
engaged in writing. . 
„Mr. Arley, my Lord, viſhes have 22 


a few moments converſation with — 
by . L 


2 $5 1 
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* Wich me, (ecbämed this Lordſtip) 
n what can Mr. Arley want with me.“ 
Of chat I am a ſtranger; but he begs 
«you will —_—_— ap” a im- 
ey * portance.” alum ov» 
e Well, well; let him come b and 
* ben J ſhall hear what he has to ſay.” 
Frederick being admitted to his Lord- 
"ſhip, and almoſt before the neceſſary 
compliments were paſſed ; Lord Clarville 
- proceeded to the point, by ſaying — ; 
__« Mr. Arley, her Ladyſhip ſays you 
« have ſome - bufineſs with me; what 
«js it?“ 
I confeſs, my Lord, the cbm 
J have to execute, is by no means an 
* agreeable one, but the friendſhip, the 
« reſpe& I have ot your e makes me 
* undertake it. 

What of bor * exclainrel Lady 
— N 33 
beg vg will not be arne, he 
a 4 well.“ „ JOB 108877 
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The haughty U 
Clateville was ſoſtene .. 
dle is not engaged in _ quariel, 
« Mr. Arley.“ md eviyubn Ee 5 5 
« No, my Lord.. 
c Nor Ro been nn to in gaming. 
40 table“ 01. ett 
N 9: ng wy Sina 1 
« What is it then?” 
0 Iwill inform you immediately ; kan 
ere I do ſo, let me entreat your Lord- 


% ſhip will make ſome allowance for the 


« inconſiderateneſs of youth, and do me 


te the credit to believe he will be miſer- MF 


et able if you do not n his „ 
duct.“ 


© know what it is?” _ 
« Your ſon, Mr. Charles Clarevitie: 2 
The HOoxOURABLIE Mr. Charles 
15 „ Clareville,” interrupted his Lordlhip. 
Frederick bowed and proceeded 


% Your fon, my Lord, without paying 5 
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« Wall, Sir, dobe bobligng:o ſe me 
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1 « chat 0 | which was n to 
e ſo worthy a parent as your Lordſhip, 
has given way to a paſſion that he con- 
« ceived for a young lady, (certainly of 
« a moſt amiable perſon,) and without 
c conſidering the conſequence of your's 
« and my Lady's diſpleaſure, by taking fo 
« unadviſed a ſtep, is married to her. 
Married!“ exclaimed Lord and Lady 

Clareville in a breath. n 

« Hes. » 2 

% To whom? (replied his Lordſhip) of 
« what family is ſhe? Charles has not I 
e hope been ſo loſt to ſhame, as to de- 
grade his anceſtors, by uniting the 
ec ancient and honorable Houſe of Clare- 
c ville with a race of plebeians. 

« The young lady's parents were gen- 
« teel, but I underſtand not . of 
. ank. 

« Then I diſcard him 90 my Gghe 
_« for ever, (exclaimed Lord Clareville, 


n e and ſince he has choſe to 
. —_— 


* ARL EY wx 
mſelf by marrying among” beggars, 


« he may ſtarve for any thing I care, for 
, never will I give him a ſingle ſhilling.“ 


« apprehend, my Lord, that could 


« he hut obtain your Lordſhip's forgive - 


« neſs, he would be perfettly ſatisfied, 
cc ag the lady's fortune will prevent their 
« becoming barthenſome.” 


« Ttis well for them it is ſo; for diſ- 
« own, diſclaim him; and you may tell 


" . | . 
« him, Sir, I never deſire to ſee or hear 


4 from him again, and that I never; will 


forgive him as long as I live. 
« O, ſay not ſo, my Lord, (ſaid Lady 


ox Clareville, wiping the tears from her 
« eyes) let me intercede ſo far in his be- 


half as to beg you will not be ſo haſty | | 


ein your determinations. Conſider that 
« Charles, however he may have forfeit- 
«ed his duty in this inſtance, till now, 
« of all our children, has ever proved 


6 . the moſt ready to obey yout 
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e pleafure, and to me * wen aſe 
e tionate hd. 


our Hadythip duende in vain, 
«has diſgraced his birth, his or: . 
et my reſolution is fixed, and forbid 
you to ſay another word in his fayour. 
* Tell him, from me, Mr. Arley, that I 
s conſider him no more as my ſon, but 
15 as a ſtranger to my blood and fortune, 
«© and from this moment e 
«©neQtion'with him for ever“. 

Taking up his hat, nnd alight 
bow to Frederick, his Lordſhip __ 
ately left the room. 

« Poor Charles! (ſaid her Ladyſhis) 

how could he be guilty of ſuch an im- 
a prudent ſtep.” 
Tobe happy, mda not indeed 
*« conſidering the approbation of his pa- 
« rents vas neceſſary io enſure it.” 
And is he ſo, Mr. Arley?” 

* think he would be ſo in the extreme 


. * he could obtain his Lordſhip's and 
N your 


i” 27186 0 ſame, and that he has m 


| * 
* 12 "RS af. 
- : 4 « A 1 z 
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« Ladyſhip will not I hope withhold 

<< your's, but look over this his neglett of 
* 1 and pardon his errors 

„ Pray Mr. Arley, Who is it that he 

*. when —_— and what kind of W 


« jg ſhe 1 | 
a $a queſtion Frederick Was vel! i 


4 ; 


Oc reypity to ee on Wende me- 
rits, which he did in a ſtile and manner, 
that was equal to the higheſt panegyric, 
notwithſtanding he preſerved the appear- 
ance of truth, and did her no more than 
juſtice. 
« You paint the lady i in very charming 
« colours, Mr. Arley, (ſaid her Lady- 
e ſhip when he had concluded) but I 
t maſt make ſome allowance for the fer- 
« vency of friendſhip; . I rejoice hoõẽw-w- 
« ever, that he is happy Poor Charles! 
tell him that his mother's love is ſtill 
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* viſhes that be may not be diſappointed 


in his prolpect of happineſs, though I 
« dare not incur Lord Clareville's; Wake 
« pleaſure by, ſeeing, them, at preſent; 
« you, Mr. Arley, will ſtill favour us by 
« calling as uſual, we. ſhall be always 


* happy at the honour of your com- 


e pany ; and from. you I ſhall haye an 
« opportunity of hearing from Charles, 


« and communicating to him the intelli- 
« gence ſhould I at any time been 
ec to effect a reconciliation between him 


led 


be and his Lordſhip.” 
Frederick bowed, and promiſed. to do 


' himſelf that honour, and then taking his 


leave, bent his ſteps to St. Alban's-Street, 


much chagrined at the failure of his 


embaſſy — he found Charles and his wife 


rather impatiently waiting for him; it 


was an important buſineſs to them, We 


the motives we have before aſſigned; his 


arrival, therefore, being likely to put 


2 with - 
4 
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with pleafure; and Clareville ſhewed Ks 
im. gatietice by almoſt inſtantly accofting 
bir with 3 DIO THE! JOIF 23%; ; 
Wen, Frederick, what ſucceſs have | 
et you had! ? but you need not tell me, as 
« I read my father's anſwer by your pre- 
1. paration to reply to 185 queſtion—oh, 1 
«Tee it in your filence.” VIS 
| Frederick could not diſguiſe the ſact, 
nor was it at all requiſite he ſhould, as no 
good could ariſe from ſo doing; he there 
fore related. to them all that had paſſed, 
and coneluded with giving it as his opi- 
nion, that her Ladyſhip's kindneſs might 
give them a gleam of hope, as time and 
her interference might overcome hislord- 
ſhip's reſolution. 
Although Charles nad a4 no 
better ſucceſs from Arley's viſit, yet be” 
could not avoid appearing ſomewhat * 
chagrined at the certainty of it; which *®2 
being perceived by Louiſa, ſhe went up. 
to hind, "Und begged i in the moſt bewitch- ! 
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ing manner * that he would not be in the 
ſmalleſt degree uncaſy on her account, 
for although Lord Clareville's counte- 
nance and forgiyeneſs would have wie 
flattering on her own, and pleaſing on his 
account, yet ſhe wiſhed not for gran- 
deur;. they had fully ſufficient to ſupport 
them, and ſhe ſhould be perfeAly happy 
if ſhe could but render her Clareville 
ſo. 

« Come then my amiable Louiſa, (ex- 
« claimed he, fondly embracipg her); we 


vill be contented; yes, we will be happy 


16. in ourſelves, nor pant for idle parade, 
c nor the gaudy-ſuperfluities of life; thoſe. 
« are luxuries lam not diſpleaſed to want, 
* as my Louiſa can be happy without 
« them.“ 

A look of affe tion from ber vlainly 
expreſſed that in him all her happineſs 
was concentred. 

The heart of Frederick was ſo full of 


love, that he ne in their felicity, 


| and 
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and ought that even o 5 he live 


with his adorable Miſs Oſmond—but then < 
Louiſa loved Clareville, and perhaps Miſs 8 


Oſmond deſpiſed: Arley. 


This reflection ran like a Nite to his | 


heart—he felt he ſhould ſoon be very bad 


company—he wanted to be alone and 


therefore not to diſturb the tranquility of 
thoſe he eſteemed, he left them to in- 
dulge his thoughts, and ruminate upon the 


means of rendering himſelf agreeable ta, 


the object of his affection. 
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EC HAP TE R n 


An IxSSINUATION. 


Uros their return from the maſ- 
querade Lady Matilda inſtantly retired 
to her own room without ſaying a ſingle 
word to Miſs Oſmond—the diſcovery 
which Arley, by miſtaking her perſon, 
had made of his paſſion filled her with 
rage and vexation ; ſhe had wiſhedto be 
the object of his choice, and diſappoint- 
. ment immediately changed her partiality 
into hatred, and ſhe reſolved upon re- 
venge—Ilt gave her, however, ſome ſatis- 
faction that, according to his own ac- 
count, Miſs Oſmond had not as yet liſ- 


iened to his addreſles, or if ſhe had, his 
declaration 4 


A R E. ͤ X11 
declaration plainly implied ſhe entertain- 
ed ſuſpicions of the honour of his in- 
tentions to have made her his miſtreſs | 
appeared nothing extraordinary to Lady 
Matilda, but how Arley, with his perſon 
and fortune, could think of throwing 
himſelf away upon a needy dependant, 
for he declared his deſire was to marry 
puzzled her exceedingly —To. prevent 
which ſhe was determined if poſſible, 
and the means to do ſo engroſſed all her 
thoughts—ſhe went to bed but her cha- 
grine and the deſign ſhe had in view pre- 
vented her from taking any reſt—a thou- 
ſand ex edients ſtarted into her mind, 
yet bek ſhe could reſolve upon: rk 
one ſome difficulty would ariſe to ſhew.. 
the impratticability of putting it into ex- 
ecution— She muſt either effect her pur- 
pole or loſe Arley— this was a poſition 
no ſophiſtry could ſurmouni there was 
no way ſo effectual as getting rid of Mis 


Oſmond, and this, when ſhe aroſe in the 
H 5 morning 
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morning, me was determined to 40 59 
an means, or in any manner. rs of 
it is that Love bears fovereign ſway over 
the human breaſt, andinſpires its victims 
to actions that Virtue cannot defend nor : 
Prudence juſtify. 

When Lady Matilda came down in 
the morning they were all retired from 
breakfaſt but Lord Walton—the moment 
| the fat her eyes upon him the thought 
ſtruck her that he would be an excellent 
' inſtrument to accompliſh her . 
he was an avowed man of gallantry, or 
in more proper words, one who gl he 
in trampling upon female innocence, and 
laugh'd at the ruin and 7 ow ay 
on by ſeduQtion. 

oF diſpoſition of Lord Walton was 
well known to his fiſter—he had often 
laugh'd with her at the eaſy belief of the 
ſex, and therefore it was no difficult mat. 
ter to make his gallantry a topic of con- 
verfation—this done, and having men- 

Y tioned 


ARI EF. 155, 


tioned ſeveral ladies, Matilda aſked him 
what he thought of Miſs Oſmond. _ 
«A deyiliſh fine girl,. indeed! (re- : 
4. plied his Lordſhip) But ſhe is moſt 
« curſed cold Inever ſaid a civil thing | 
« to her in my life but ſne put on a look 
enough to freeze one, and almoſt put 
« even my aſſurance out of counte · 
« nance.” _ 22 ; 
« Poor creature! and fo by playing, 

« off a few: airs of coquettry ſhe per- 
te ſuaded you into the belief ok her be. 
« ing a prude. N 
Faith I cone ft. 
_« And that's your boaſted knowledge 
« of the ſex is it—oh, you. are a poot 
« creature after all!“ | 
* Why: what the devil do you mean, 
Matilda? Does ſhe not always appear 
* coy and reſerve, and-talk confounded. 
& ly ſober and ſentimental.” _ 
* Granted—before my lady.“ 3 BEES 
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« No, no; but I have tried ber alone; 
8 „ ande always found her to he: Wee Y 


ce ſame.” ; by | 10 


« That is, becauſe. like a h 


0 knight · errant, you yielded the palm 


te of victory to the bravado of your an- 
« tagoniſt without. ang to. ny her 


cc | 
„ | 


« Say you ſo; my | mad-cap RE 


* why then the "Txt time I can get her 


„ 


by herſelf III put her mg a little 
« to the proof.” / 

* For ſhame, Walton, how you "XY 
& Conſider whas -ay lady would ſay 
e ſhould you do any thing improper to 


-x 


© the poor girl.” | 


« Nothing improper, you may depend 
te upon it ;—only talk a little love to her, 
« or ſo; and if I can perſuade her to 
« prefer my protection to that of her 
6c _— s, why ſhe all book it, that's 
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«You may juſt as well ſpare yourſelf 
the trouble, as you are now en, 
too late.“ I mel 
Ho do you mean too Hate di! 
« Why that Arley well _ her off 
before you.” © RE 


e You are not in earneſt; * pee 


« If from appearances, and I only 


6% judge by them, concluſions can be 
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drawn, why then in my opinion you 
will find it true But hear and judge 


for yourſelf— without entering into 
Hany particulars of what J had obſerved 


before I ſhall confine myſelf to laſt 
night; Auguſta not being able go to 


the Maſquerade, purely out of good 


nature I took Oſmond with me—I na- 


turally thought Mr. Arley's politeneſs *' 


would have induced him to pay me 
ſome little attention and left Charles 


to have eſcorted her, but ſcarce had 


we got into the Pantheon when he 
pinn'd himſelf, as it were, by her ſide. 
« ] ſoon 
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* Iſvon-perceived he- wiſhed to engage 
© her by himſelf, and they very ſhortly 
« took an opportunity of being ſeparated 

« from us—how long they were abſent 
« T cannot pretend to ſay, but: when we 
« met with them again ſhe was hanging 


de very fondly. upon his arm and con- 


« verſing with as much ene as 
© any perſons in the place, and all the 
* night afterwards: he did every thing 
5. Sy; make downright love to her—ſhe 

was all gaiety and ſpirits, and by her 
« manner clearly evinced: the pleaſure 
1 ſhe-took in his attention. 

% Egad this does ſmell ſomething like 
« an-intrigue—Arley. cannot be ſuch a 
« foot as to offer her marriage; that's 
t out of the- queſtion—he has certainly 
0 offered: her other terms and ſhe is 
e willing to accept of them why what 
« à blockhead muſt I have been to let 


< a fellow come and ſnap up the game 


* my on manor—She is a very 
| | cc fine 


4* L FN = why 
588 girl, and N ny as Thane” 
«have ber.” 

And how will mou prevent him, kv 
« pretty brother?” ꝰ | 
% Why carry ber away myſelf“ 

4 O, to be fure !- Now I was think- 
ce ing 10 ſave the poor ereature by ac- 
« quainting my Lady with it.“. 

% No, no, Matilda, don't be ſo curſed 
te ſpiteful'; for I ſhould never ſtand any 

* chance after wards She was made for 
© Jove, and why ſhould you attempt to 
« pervert'the cauſe of her creation! ꝰ 

« You are a rattle · brained creature, 
© and T ſhould certainly do fo even up- 
© on your account if I believed one 
« half you ſaid.” . 

So ſaying ſhe leſt him to ruminate on 
the hints ſhe had given and the inſinua- 
tions ſhe had ſo artfully thrown out; ſhe 
was not a little pleaſed at the effects they 
ſeemed to have upon him, and moſt fin- 
com hoped that he-would put his de- 

1 termination 
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termination into execution, without ſeel- 
ing the ſmalleſt compunttion at having 
by falſehood laid a ſnare to entrap the 
virtue of unſuſpecting innocence. 

Lord Walton revolved in his mind, 
þ hen his ſiſter was gone, what ſhe had 
Pid—he did not ſuppoſe ſhe had told 
Fa im-falſe, and every circumſtance ap- 

peared probable—He had long look'd 
upon her with eyes of admiration, but 
her ſtritt modeſty had always check'd his 
looſe ideas—that modeſty he now con- 
cluded was aſſumed, and having, at that 
time, no other female's ruin in view, he 
very humanely mark' d down her happineſs 
as worthy his trouble of eee for 


ever. 8 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
* | 


A FRAcAs. 


Lorp WALTON's love was not of 
the patient kind—fired with the idea of 
a new miſtreſs, and the pleaſure of out- 
witting a rival, he was determined to 
proceed with more than common ardour; 
without waſting time, therefore, in per- 
ſuading her to her own undoing, he vow- 
ed the firſt opportunity that preſented it - 
ſelf, and ſeemed favourable, to carry her 
off, and if he could but get her in his 
power, he had too gaod an opinion of 
_ himſelf, and too contemptible a one of 
woman-kind to doubt of ſucceſs. 


In 
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In the mean time he reſolved to cul- 
tivate an intimacy with Frederick, that 
he might detach him, in ſome meaſure, 
from Miſs Oſmond by other purſuits, and 
by introducing him to his acquaintance, 
male as well as female. 

Having hitherto ſo totally negletted 
him, this was not to be inſtantly effected; 
and the only way he now had to get into 
his company was to watch his coming to 
Berkley- Square. Although home had 
been almoſt the laſt place to ſeek for 
Lord Walton with any chance of meeting 
him, and inſipid as he conſidered it to be 
there, yet to anſwer his preſent inten- 
tions, he was reſolved to turn domeſtic.— 
All that day he waited in vain, no Fre- 
derick came, and Miſs Oſmond never 
quitted her ladyſhip. | 

The next' morning Lady. Matilda in- 
formed him that Arley was there; al- 
though ſhe did not exactly aſſign her 
eaſon for quiiting the room and leaving 

f him 
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him with Lady Clareville, yet by many 
artful inſinuations ſhe fully convinced 
Walton that no time was to be loſt. 

Arley's ſudden departure, after his in- 
terview with his Lordſhip, prevented 
Walton from putting his plan in practice 
Two or three days paſſed on with his 
meeting no better ſucceſs: when, at 
length; Frederick calling to pay his re- 
ſpects to Lady Clareville, and her Lady- 
ſhip being juſt then engaged, Walton ob- 
tained the . he had been wait- 
ing for. 

The uſual compliments being paſſed... 
between them, Lord Walton lamented. 
that his avocations had prevented him 
from endeavouring to cultivate that inti- 
macy which he ſo much wiſhed; he, 
however,, begged that Frederick would. 
not conſider: this, perhaps, ſeeming. neg- 
left as really ſo, but that he would ho- 
nour him with his acquaintance Fre- 
derick aſſured him nothing could: give 
"wm him 
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him greater pleaſure; and this introduc- 
tion ended with Walton's inviting him to 
ſpend the evening at the St. James's Hotel 
with a party of his friends. ONE 
Frederick much pleaſed with the re- 
ſpett paid him by Lord Walton, accept- 
ed the invitation. 
Determined that Frederick ſhould have 
no chance of ſpeaking to Miſs Oſmond, 
Walton never left him; and at laſt to get 
him away propoſed a ride in Hyde Park. 
Arley conſented——it was neceſſary to 
make ſome little alteration in his dreſs, 
and for that purpoſe his lordſhip accom- 
panied him to Pall Mall. | 
About four o'clock they returned, and 
to Frederick's inexpreſſible ſurpriſe 
Lord Walton in the courſe of their ride, 
invited himfelf to dine and ſpend the 
day with Frederick, till the hour he 
had promiſed to meet his friends at the 
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The freedom of Lord Walton's man- 
ner, and the agreeableneſs of his con- 
verſation, induced Frederick to regret 
that he had not ſooner cultivated an ac- 
quaintance with his Lordſhip—the exceſs 
of civility ſhewn him at preſent, (not 


knowing the real occaſion of it) he 
placed to lincerity, and returned it ac- 
cordingly. 

At the appointed time they adjourned 
to the Hotel, where Frederick was in- 
troduced to ſeveral young men of family 
and faſhion.— After the firſt compliments 
were paſſed all reſerve was baniſhed, 
they entered into the true ſpirit of con- 
viviality, and plenty of Claret and Bur- 
gundy being placed on th table, they 
proceeded to ſpend a jovial, evening— 
The converſation at firſt was moderate, 
and turned upon the general topics, but, 


as the glaſs began to circulate pretty 


briſkly they became more open, and ex- 


changed their wit _ each other 


with 
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with the utmoſt good humour, to the no 
ſmall amuſement of Frederick, who 
-* congratulated, himſelf upon his intro- 
duQtion to this ſcene of hilarity, although 
he plainly perceived by their manner, 
they meant to drink hard, and did not 
intend to ſeparate early. 
Arley had ever held that vice drunken- 
neſs in the utmoſt abhorence, but it has 
been before obſerved that he had not 
fortitude to refuſe when preſt hard, and 
that he never could reſiſt the Force of 
'Example ; therefore in this 'inſtance as 
the had recently done in gaming, he re- 
ſolved to follow the inclination of the 
company, fully determined, ſhould he 
ever be with them again, to find ſome 
expedient to excuſe himſelf from drink- 
ing at equal pace with them. 
The more the wine began to operate 
the leſs entertaining was their mirth and 
the leſs able they were to drink the more 


| wy were inclined—Noiſe and confu- 
| lion 


ſion were now ſubſtituted in the place of 
mirth and harmony, and nothing could 

procure a moments order but the decla- 
ration of a toaſt - theſe indeed were given 
vith an inceſſant rapidity, and as Reaſon 
had quitted her ſcat Decency was no 
no longer a gueſt Some of the ſenti- 
ments were infamous in the extreme and 
appeared to Frederick, even in his then 
Nate to be a diſgrace to thoſe who gave 
them A young nobleman at length gave 
one ſo diſſonant to the inolinations of 
an officer preſent that he: refuſed drink- 
ing of it—this occaſioned an altercation, 
ſome' taking one ſide and ſome the other, 
however it was decided by the majority 
of the company that he muſt drink it or 
give the gentleman ſatisfaction for the 
inſult the officer declared no man alive 
ſhould make him drink a toaſt ſo oppoſite 
to his feelings; and as for ſatisfaQtion 
he was ready to give it to any perſon 
vho demanded it the conſequence was 
1 


804 


168 ARLEY 


a ene, was given, accepted, and the 
_ appointed for their meeting. 
Frederick had felt himſelf no. Je 
5 to drinking the ſentiment than the 
officer who had refuſed it, and had taken 
a pretty warm part in defending that re- 
fuſal; this was noticed by one of the 
company, and between whom and Arley 
ſeveral barſh expreſſions had paſſed du- 
ring the altercation ; when therefore the 
diſpute was ended he was the more par- 
ticular in obſerving Frederick drank it 
when it came to his turn—After what 
had paſſed he did not ſee how he could 
comply ; beſides, one man had refuſed 
becauſe it was contrary to his feelings 
and why ſhould not he ? the example he 
thought a good one and was determined 
tu follow it; be did ſo, and by ſo doing 
he was obliged to go the ſame lengths 
and ſuffer himſelf to be engaged in a 
- duel—for although ſome of the company 


would have made allowance for his be- 
| 7 ing 
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Ing a ſtranger, yet this perſon was de- 
*ermined he ſhould drink it, or make it 


A ſerious buſineſs ; he ſaid as much; and 


F rederick's temper not being the moſt 
forbearing he replied with ſome aſperity 


which ſtung his opponent to the quick ; 
he was not ſlow in giving nor Frederick 


backward in accepting the challenge— 


the next morning was mentioned but the 
morning after fixed upon for Ong 


their difference. 


The affair being ſettled and Arley 


perceiving the mirth of the company to 
be much damped he begged pardon for 


the ſhare he had had in diſturbing their 


harmony and filling up a. bumper drank 
to the renewal of good humour and 


jollity. 


The whole company, except the per- 
fon he was engaged to fight, were much 


pleaſed with his addreſs, and the officer 
on whoſe ſide he had been, with a hearty 
VOL, I, I ſhake 
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ſhake by the band, declared he was a 
very fine fellow. 

The buſtle having brought lis a 
little to themſelves, a freſh ſupply of 


vine was brought in, they ſat down to it 


again as if nothing had happened, and 


it was not till a very late hour that Arley 


returned home to his apartments in Pall 
Mall, and then in a ſituation to require 


= the aſſiſtance of one of his ſervants to 


get him to bed. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 


A PREPARATION. 


ArrER a few hours ſleep, Frederick 
awakened perfectly ſober— the challenge 
was the firſt thing that occurred to his 
mind—he fincerely regretted his folly in 
ſuffering himſelf to be drawn into ſuch a 
ſituation, but ſince it was ſo, it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to make the beſt of it, 
and to provide againſt the worſt, and 
therefore previous to any other conſider- 
ation, he prepared to ſettle his worldly 
concerns. 
He had no relations ſave his uncle and 
couſins, riches they had enough to them 
12 it 
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it was unneceſſary to leave his fortune 
—the image of Miſs Oſmond preſented 
a different picture to his mind a depen- 
dant on the will of another with quali 
fications that render her worthy a better 
fate the deareſt object of his heart, to 
whom he would gladly reſign every thing 
Whilſt living; and to whom then with fo 
much propriety could he leave the bulk 
of his fortune ſhould he happen to fall— 
Clareville had ſhewn himſelf a friend, it 
was now a time to acknowledge it. In 
this manner he drew up his will; in 
which, however, he did not forget his 
old Penſioners in the country, whoſe 
annuities he directed to be continued till 
deatb, ranking the old man and his 
daughter among the number and to 
Every one of his old ſervants he — 
handſome preſent beſides. | 
Having finiſhed it according * 1 
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in whoſe preſence bs et and made 


them witheſs it. 
He ee tie py 7 of 


TY life, but could not charge himſelf 


with, having committed any. . enor- 


mities, the proſpect of futurity, there- 
fore, did not give him any uneaſi- 


neſs. 411 14 1 57 


He a bimſelf however, 


to the mercy of the Almighty, and pre- 
pared himſelf with fortitude to meet his 


fate—norletthe man of honour ſmile con- 


temptuouſly at the preparation of Arley, 
for athough he was poſſeſſed of courage 
- which nothing could daunt, he was not 


hardy enough to treat ſo ſolemn an affair 


with levity, or ruſh unprepared into the 


preſence of the Almighty, without firſt - 


requeſting. his Maker's mercy, and his 


pardon. 
Duels he had digs aha but... 


folly. having led him to become a party 2 


i 


in one, the opinion of the world ren- 
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dered it neceffary he ſhould not retreat 
but hazard his life as an atonement for 


his imprudence. | 
He would willingly have beheld Miſs 


Oſmond, have once more endeavoured. 


to convince her of the ſincerity of his 


affection, but he feared he ſhould not be 
able to procure an audience with her 
alone, without making it a public requeſt, 
and there were many reaſons againſt 


' that, circumſtanced as he was at preſent; 


and to ſee her without ſuch an opportu- 
nity, was more likely to add to the anxiety 


of his mind than relieve it; to his friend, 
therefore, he bent his way to acquaint 


him with the unlucky affair. 

Clareville, concluding that Frederick's 
ſerious countenance was occaſioned by 
ſome idle apprehenſion, began to rally 
him about Miſs Oſmond, and to paint 


to his imagination ſcenes of future bliſs— 
Frederick ſighed, ſhook his head, and 


* 


defired to ſpeak to him privately, this 
alarmed 


AREEYX © gs 
alarmed Clareville; they retired into the 
drawing room, and there Arley related | 
the whole affair to him. 

Alarmed for his friend's ſafety, Capes : 
offered to go and accommodate matters, 
as he knew the gentleman, and it ought to 
be conſidered as nothing more than a 
drunken broil—to this Arley would not 
conſent, as many words had been uled, 
which in his opinion, at leaſt his pride 
told him ſo, no ſituation could excuſe— 
Clareville, however reſolved to accom- 
pany him as his ſecond—nor to this would 
Frederick have aſſented, tearing his 
friend might involve himſelf in ſome 
difficulties, but Clareville was peremp- 
* | 7 

This part of the buſineſs being ad- 
juſted, Arley told him he had ſtill a fa- 
vour to beg, and which he ſhould think. 
it hard to be refuſed; and being aſſured, ® 
by Charles he bad no ſuch thing to appre=, : 


"th if the fulfilling of it came within 
TI | hi "3 his 
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his power; he then delivered into his 
hand his Will, informing him chat to 
Miſs. Oſmond he had left ſomething, and 
therefore had taken the liberty of leaving 
him executor, certain that from-him ſhe 
would receive ample juſtice, and in caſe 
he ſhould end his days in this rencounter, 
he defired that the Will ſhould be im- 
mediately opened in the preſence of Miſs 
Oſmond, in order that his relations might 
(by ſuch meaſures) be n to give 
her any trouble. 

Though Clareville Os to treat 
the matter lightly as to the chance of his 
death; yet he was ſenſibly affedted by 
the manner of Arley, and reflecting that 
although the termination of Duels was 
ſeldom fatal, yet it was not impoſſible 
but his friend might fall, he therefore 


again requeſted that he might wait upon 


the gentleman, and endeavour to com- 
promiſe their difference; but Arley 


was determined, and having ſettled 
; every 


. 
every thing agreeable to his wiſh, he 
became more cheerful, and ſpent the 
day with Clareville and his Louiſa in 
the utmoſt ſpirits, leaving them, hows 
ever, early i in the evening, to prepare for A 

the bulineſs of the morning. | 
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CHAPTER: XXVII.. 
A DvuEr. 


Wirn all his ſteadineſs vf temper 
Frederick could not compoſe himſelf to 
reſt the indefenſible manner in which 
be had got engaged in this duel diſturbed 
him mere than any conſequences which 
could ariſe from it—unrefreſhed there- 
fore by ſleep he aroſe in the morning, and 
putting his piſtols in his pocket ſet out 
for the place appointed, and where Clare- 
ville had promiſed to meet him. 
Though he had. denied himfelf the 
happinels of taking even a farewel look 


K Miſs Oſmond, his = irreſiſtibly led 
him 
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him to Berkley - ſquare he ſtopped op- 


poſite Lord Clareville's houſe, and caſt- 


ing his eyes towards it, his ſoul full of 
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the lovely maid that refided within, 


« Amiable poſſeſſor of this heart, 
(exclaimed he) in every accompliſh- 
ment excelling; thou ſeekeſt that re- 
pole, which the pillow of innocence 
always affords — unconſcious of the 
agonizing thoughts that now rend this 
heart, at being compell'd to riſk the 
diſpleaſure of Heaven !—thou reſteth 
ſerene and ſecure in the poſſeſſion of 
virtue: ſo may'ſt thou ever reſt !— 
the ſweet reflection of having follow- 
ed her dictates will cheer thee though 
Fortune ſhould frown, and Afflidtion 
preſs hard upon thy footſteps !—If 


the moft ſincere wifhes of Arley can 


avail thee ought thou ſhalt have them 
to the laſt moment of his exiſtence, 


6 together with his prayers put up to the 
_ © heayenly throne of Grace with the vi E 
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«happineſs now : noir vid 10} 
Having concluded this . 
proceeded. on his way, caſting many a 
longing, ling ring look behind, until the 
houſe no longer came within the com- 
paſs of his ſight. 
Wich the ſight of the houſe 1 Haves: 
| up all. thoughts of Miſs Oſmond, and 
Went towards the Park with the utmoſt 
Aiſpateh, left he ſhould exceed the time 
"appointed, for your men of honour are 
punctual id a moment in theſe caſes, al- 
though they diſregard hours in every 


1 other tranſaction of life. 

| F When he arrived at the place of ren- 
dezyous he had the ſatis/aFion of finding 
himſelf firſt there; he was very ſoon | 
= joined. by Clareville and a gentleman, 


F — a ſurgeon, whom Charles had requeſted 
to come with him, thinking it neceſſary 

to be prepared againſt the worſt. Arley 
— d the i for his attendance 
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and expreſſed his gratitude to Clareville 

for his attention; when Captain Carlton, 

which was the name of Frederick's ad- 
verfary, and his ſecond coming up, the 

ſurgeon retired and they e to den, 
pare for the conteſt. 

The gentleman who attended Captalt 
Carlton and Clareville were equally de- 
ſirous this affair ſhould proceed no far- 
ther, but all their endeavours to effect 
a reconciliation were in vain, Frederick ; 
inſiſting upon an apology for the words 
Captain Carlton had made uſe of, and 
the Captain as Nn aun to make 
any. 

This being the caſe the ſeconds pre- 
pared to adjuſt the neceſſary prelimina - 
ries; ten paces were fixed upon as the 
diſtance, they toſs d up for the firſt fire, 
which fell to the lot of Captain Carlton, 
the piſtols were examined, and the par- 
ties took their ground. The Captain _ 
fired but without effect Frederick then 
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diſcharged his pill. the ball * which f 
went through a corner of his tee 5 

hat. al 9 
A ſecond time Captain . * 
and with more effect; the ball entering 
Arley's ſide, and who dropped imme- 
diately. Clareville inſtantly ran up to 
him, the ſurgeon was called in, and who 
was fortunately enabled to extract the 

wound on the ſpot, but from the part it 
had entered the wound vas pronounced 
as extremely dangerous; every exertion 
therefore was thought neceſſary to get 
him home with as much eaſe and ſpeed 
as poſſible. | 

The ſituation of Arley for the firſt. 
time drew reflection into. the mind of 
Captain Carlton—he now ſaw the danger 
ol giving way to diſſipation, and the folly 
of being above apologizing for improper 
conduct when in a ſtate of inebriety.— 
The others had fought, and their meet- 


| 8 had turned out in the ſame; manner 
choſe 
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thoſe meetings uſually do—they had fired 
at each other without any effect, the 
ſeconds interfered, a reconciliation took 
place, they ſhook hands and parted as 
good friends as ever. But here how dif- 
ferent? he had in all probability de- 
ſtroyed a fellow creature, and ſubjected 
his own life to be decided upon by the 
laws of his country. Such were the re- 
fleftions which engroſſed the thoughts of 
Captain Carlton until his friend remind. 
ed him that it was requiſite for them to 


take ſome meaſures for providing for  - 


their own ſafety. 

When Clareville and the ſurgeon ar- 
rived with Arley in Pall Mall, they were 
exceedingly alarmed for him, the fatigue 
he ſuffered by the removal having occa- 
fioned a vomiting of blood and other 


dangerous ſymptons. By the applica- 
tion of proper medicines they gave him 


 ſomerelief, and after more than two hours 
_ apprehenſion Clareville had the ſatisfac- 
g tion 


a c 1 
184 AR LZ F. 
a ; = XZ s & 


tion of beholding his friend drop into # 
gentle and refreſhing ſlumberꝭ in which 
ſituation he left him for a ſhort time, 


fearful Louiſa might be uneaſy at his 


abſence— his heart was too full of grief 


to conceal what had happened to Arley, 
nor was ſhe leſs affected when * 5 00 


her the diſmal ſtory. 


At the time Arley met with had Wal | 
ton at Lord Clareville's he had promiſed. 


Lady Matilda to dine with them on the 


day the duel took place - this he had pre- 
viouſly informed Clareville of, who con- 
ſidered it requiſite to ſend an apology | in; 
Frederick's name. 0 
The invitation had been oma 60. 15 
tween Lady Matilda and Lord Walton, 
therefore when the meſſage was deliver- 
ed her ladyſhip was much diſappointed-! 
and out of humour, for ſhe had been at 


- conſiderable pains in contriving that Miſs 


Oſmond,ſhould not appear. —Lord Wal- 
n pere * knew how Arley had been 
* engaged 
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engaged in the morning, but although it 
was througk his introduction Frederick 
had got involved in the quarrel, yet his 
lordſhip had nęver̃ei oubled himſelf about 
it after, nor did this excuſe give him the 
leaſt concern notwitbſtanding he W888 
naturally ſuſpe& the cauſe. 
Several days paſſing without any ap- 
pearance of Arley at Berkley- -Square, 
Lady Matilda began to grow extremely 
uneaſy, in vain did ſhe enquire of Wal- 
ton ſor intelligence, as he pretended to 
know nothing about him; nor indeed _ 
did he give himſelf much trouble to en- 
quire ; he had heard among his compa- 
nions that Frederick had been dangerouſ- 
ly wounded in the conteſt, yet whether 
he was dead or alive was really more than 
he could tell. Charles being gone, and 
as ſhe dared not call upon him, her la- 
dyſhip had no other means of procuring” 
information and was under the neceſſity 
of truſting to time to account for his ab- 
TERS __ * ——_ 
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ſence. Jealouſy, the moſt torturing. in- 
mate that can inhabit the heart, found 
its way to her boſom—She watched Miſs 
Oſmond narrowly, ,but obſerved nothing 
in her conduct that could give diſplea- 
ſure, yet ſhe hated, and ſtudied means 
to render her uneaſy. 
In the mean time Arley's wound heal- 
ed but ſlowly, the ſurgeon. ſtill pro- 
. nouncing, day after day, his recovery 
to be very doubtful. With the utmoſt 
_ tenderneſs Clareville conſtantly. attend- 
ed him, and ſcarcely ever quitted his 
bedſide from morning to night. At the 
expiration of a week he viſibly grew bet- 
ter, and to his friend's ſatisfaction, in a 
few day's afterwards the ſurgeon declared 
him entirely out of danger. | 

From that time Frederick continued. 
to recover very faſt, and was ſoon en- 
abled to ſit up and converſe with his 
friend, for Clareville ſtill continued un- 
remitting in his attention and determined 
1 to 


* 


to remain ſo as long as Arley ſhould be 
confined. - 3 

Being pretty well recovered and have- 
in gregained a tolerable degree of ſtrength, 
Frederick began to think of going abroad 
and it was ſettled that Charles ſhould 
come and breakfaſt with him the next 
morning and that afterwards they ſhould 
take an airing in his chariot. This agreed 
upon their converſation turn'd upon a 
variety of topics, in the courſe of which 
Clareville obſerved with a ſmile ; 

« I fancy, Frederick, I may venture 
eto return you the depoſit with which 
« you entruſted me.” 

<< Not yet; (replied Arley) let us not. 
« be too ſecure ;—it contains ſo much 
e the wiſh of my heart, ſhould any thing 
« happen, that my laſt moments would 
« be embittered if I thought there was 
* any chance of its contents not being 
« complied with—while it is in your po 4 
« ſeſſion I am * eaſy on that 
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head, therefore, my dear Charles, let 
© it remain ſo; we are not certain of a 
« moment in this life, and ſhould my 


_ « days prove few in number, as you ho- 


tc noured me with your friendſhip while 
« living ſo comply with my wiſhes when 
« dead.” 

Clareville could not avoid feeling him- 
ſelf much affected by the manner in which 


Arley delivered this addreſs; he however 


aſſured his friend that ſhould ſuch a mis» 
fortune happen he would fulfil the con- 


tents of the epiſtle to the ſmalleſt iota. 
At the uſual hour Clareville left him 


and returned home to his Louiſa with 


the pleaſing intelligence that the next 
day ſhe would receive a viſit from their | 
— — ö 
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A SURPRISE. 
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IN the morning Clareville went to Pall 
Mall agreeable to appointment—when 
he came there he was informed by the 
ſervants that their maſter was not yet 
ſtirring—Arley he conſidered as yet in 
too weak a ſtate to ſuffer him to be diſ- 
turb'd ;the therefore determined to wait 
patiently until he awoke of himſelf, for 
whether they took a ride that morning 
or the next was no matter of conſequence. 
Twelve o'clock came, and yet no ſigns 
of Arley Charles began to think it very 
ſtrange, and when it drew towards one 


he 
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he determined upon ſending up the valet 
to ſpeak to him he did ſo, and the poor 
creature quickly returned in the utmoſt 
grief and confuſion, informing Clareville 
that his maſter not ſpeaking he pulled 
the curtainsaſide and there beheld him— 
dead! | 

« Dead!” cried Charles, in a tone of 
anguiſh, and flew up ſtairs to Frederick's 
apartment — he drew the curtain afide 
with a diſtracted air—Arley appeared to 
be in a gentle ſlumber; the colour had 
not yet fled from his cheeks, his lips were 
not pale—Imagining they might be miſ- 
taken in their fears he felt his pulſe; it 
beat not—the heart fluttered not—the 
breath—was gone! 

Yet unſatisfied, not willing to cre- 
dit that which he hoped to be falſe, 
_ ſome of the moſt eminent phyſicians 
- were ſent fortwo of them came, and 
both gave it as their opinion he was gone 
beyond all poſſibility of recovery, Find- 


8 ing 
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ing there was no longer any hopes, the 
ſight of his friend, his departed friend, 
operated too poignantly on the feelings 
of Clareville for him to prevent the tears 
from trickling down his cheeks, and he 
was for ſome time loſt in an agony of 
grief. 

When the firſt emotions were over, 
he recollected the promiſe he had made 
to the lamented Frederick relative to 
Miſs Oſmond — but how to put it in 
practice he was exceedingly puzzled, for 
he could not think of going to his father's, 
nor could he ſend the packet to her, it 
being abſolutely requiſite that he ſhould 
be preſent on its being opened. To ſend 
and \requeſt her to come St. Alban's- 
Street was the only expedient, and this 
he reſolved to adopt—Firſt locking up 
the property of his friend and giving the 
neceſſary directions to the ſervants; he 
went home with the diſmal tidings to his 
Louiſa, whom he found anxiouſly wait- 


ing 
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ing to congratulate the expeQed Arley ; 
the ſhock was great to her, ſhe dropped 
many a tear to his revered memory, and 
Clareville was too much affected himſelf 
to offer her the leaſt conſolance. 
He acquainted her, however, with the 
office he had to perform, and ſhe ap- 
proving his idea to ſend for Miſs Oſmond 
there, he took up a pen, and having 
written the following note diſpatch'd a 
meſſenger with it. 

C. Clareville having ſomething to 
communicate to Miſs Oſmond which 
© concerns her nearly, he muſt requeſt 
'© ſhe will do him the favour to call on 
him at Mrs. Philips's, St. Alban's-Street, 
as ſoon after the receipt of this as ſhe 

« poſſibly can. 

The abſence of Arley from ain 
Square gave no leſs uneaſineſs to the 
boſom of Miſs Oſmond than to that of 
Lady Matilda—ſhe would often charge 


herſelf with being the probable cauſe of 
| PQ his 
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his ſtaying away, and in thoſe moments 
ſhe would ſigh and fay to herſelf “ Per- 

_ ” haps Mr. Arley really loves me 1—flat- 

e "tering thought and I may have done 
« him great injuſtice in ſuſpecting that 
"« he” nn meant to injure or inſult 
« me. 

This idea had long been familiar to 
her, and ſhe perſuaded herſelf at length 
that ſhe had adted wrong when he at- 
tempted to addreſs her. : 

When the meſſenger arrived with the 
note from Clareville ſhe was alone, an 
unuſual melancholy had ſtolen over her 
ſoul, and Frederick, at that inſtant, oc- 
cupied all her thoughts—ſhe took it, and 
breaking the ſeal, was, as may naturally 
be ſuppoſed, very much ſurpriſed at its 
contents ſhe could eaſily conceive that 
Clareville might poſſibly have ſomething 
upon his own account which he wiſhed. 
her to communicate to his filters, or her 
lady ſhip, but that it ſhould “ concern her 
vol. 1, — «nearly, ? 
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« nearly,” was beyond her conception. 
At firſt ſhe was inclined not to pay any 
attention to it, but her reſpett for Lady 
Clareville, whoſe friendſhip was of the 
tendereſt kind, had too powerful an in- 
fluence over the heart of Miſs Oſmond, 
to permit her to act with any ſeeming 
negledt to any of her children this con- 
fideration had its weight, and ſhe obey- 
ed the ſummons. 

Charles, after introducing Miſs Oſ- 
mond to his Louiſa, apologized for having 
given her the trouble, but which it was 
not in his power to avoid, having no 
other method of obtaining a few moments 
converſation with her, and he had ſome 
buſineſs of the utmoſt i OTE to im- 
part. 
Mis Oſmond very politely deſired he 

vould not think of an apology as in her 
opinion there was none neceſſary, but 


requeſted he would proceed to inform 
ner 


RE EY. - a 


her what the buſineſs was in which the 
could be any ways concern'd. 
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« Mine, madam, is a melancholy of- 
fice, but I am bound to fulfil iti My 
friend, Mr. Arley, madam, out of his 
particular regard to you n 

« Sir, (interrupted Miſs Oſmond, at 
the ſame time riſing from her chair) 
although the obligations I am under to 
Lady Clareville entitle you to every 
degree of reſpe&, yet I cannot con- 
ſider myſelf bound to liſten to a diſ- 
courſe of this nature, and which = 
Pardon me, my dear young lady, 
nor be under any miſtake - however 
my poor friend may have excited your 


| diſpleaſure, you have nothing now of 


that nature to apprehend, he will no 

more offend.” 

« Sir! Mr. Clareville ! whay do your 

words i import?“ 

« Mr. Arley, madam, was enki. 

nately drawn into a quarrel ; in con- 
"C3 « {ſequence 
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„ ſequence of which he met the gentle- 
man and was wounded.” 

Miſs Oſmond funk lifeleſs upon the 
chair; by the application of ſome ſalts 
they ſoon brought. her to herſelf, and 
after ſome little time Clareville renewed 


the ſubjeR ; but perceiving bow far Miſs 


Oſmond's feelings were intereſted in the 
fate of his friend 1t was not but by degrees 
and with the utmoſt caution he ac- 


quainted her that Frederick Arley was 


Now no more. 


The information wrung her to the 
heart, and the effetis might have been 
dreadful had not a flood of tears come 


to her relief. 


Her tears did not flow alone, the ami; 
able Louiſa had ſtill one leſt ſor the me- 
mory of the man who had reſcued her 
from a brutal raviſher, nor had Clare- 
ville's grief as yet ſubſided for the loſs 
of the friend whom he loved. Unlock- 


ing the bureau he took out the paper that 
Arley 
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Arley had entruſted to his care, and ap- 
proaching Miſs Oſmond with it: 

“This packet, madam, it was his par- 
« ticular requeſt I ſhould open in your 
«© preſence” — ſo ſaying, he broke the 

ſeal, and proceeded to read it ſ;h 
It was the Will of Arley, written in 
his own hand —he had began it with re- 
commending himſelf to the pardon and 
* mercy of the Almighty, and giving 


d directions to be laid in his mother's 


© tomb—The next Item ſpecified, that 

© to his dear, his beloved friend Charles 

« Clareville, he had left his eſtate in 

_ © Herefordſhire, requeſting his accept- 
© ance of it. 

Clareville ſtopped and hohed — the 
pearly drops fell from Louiſa's eyes, and 
Miſs Oſmond could ſcarce keep herſelf 
from fainting, but ſummoning her forti- 
tude, of which ſhe had a large ſhare, to 
her aid, ſhe prepared to hear what follow- 
ed. Clareville went on — 
K 3 The 155 
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The next items were relative to his 
© penſioners, whoſe annuities he directed 
to be continued to them till death—af- 
ter bequeathing preſents to his domeſtics 
the whole concluded in the following 
* words—— As a memorial of fincere 
* affetion, as a gift in a ſmall meaſure, 
« worthy of her many amiable accom- 
* pliſhments and exalted virtue, I be- 
*queath the refidue of my eſtate, real 
* and perſonal, together with my plate, 


furniture, carriages, horſes, libr ary, 


and every other article I die poſſeſſed 
© of, tomy beloved Miſs Oſmond and her 
© heirs for ever. 

Nature could ſupport the conflict no 
longer, this was too much; her fortitude 
forſook her, and ſhe fell * on the 
floor. 

Neither Louiſa nor Clareville were 
able to render her the neceſſary aſſiſt. 
ance, they therefore called up Mrs. 


| Philips, who, by the aid of drops brought 


her 
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her ſomewhat to herſelf; but again ſhe 
fainted; again, and again! a flood of 
tears followed, and they were ſucceeded _ 
by a wildneſs of words and actions — 
This alarmed them extremely, as they 
knew not how to get her home; but 
finding her no better, they prevailed 
on Mrs. Philips to attend her. to Lord 
Clareville's in a coach, Clareville giving 
her a letter to his ſiſter Auguſta, ſtating 
his meeting with Miſs Oſmond much in- 
diſpoſed, without explaining any par- 
ticulars, and from whom he knew ſhe 
would receive every neceſſary Ar 
tention. 

When Mrs. Philips returned, ſhe gave 
a melancholy account of the young lady, 
whom ſhe ſaid had not opened her lips 
from the time they put her in the coach, 
and at Lord Clareville's they carried her 
up to her apartments perfectly ſenſeleſs, * 
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CHAPTER XXX. 


A Recovery. 


Tu E whole day did the amiable Miſs 
Oſmond remain in a ſtate of ſtupefation 
Lady Clareville, who fincerely loved 
her, ordered every aſſiſtance to be pro- 
cured and every neceſlary attention to 
be ſhewn her; ſhe was no leſs grieved 
than ſurpriſed at the unaccountable cir- 
cumſtance, but it was in vain to make 
any enquiry of what had happened, for 
the poor girl anſwered nobody, knew 
nothing, nor uttered a ſingle word. 
In the morning of the ſecond day ſhe 
began to recover from her inſenſibility, 


but with very little ſatisfaction to thoſe 
about 
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about her, as ſhe now gave ſy mptons of 
an affecting wildneſs, and the firſt words 
ſhe ſpake gave a proof that their ſuſpi- 
cions were too well founded: | 

„Well, (ſaid ſhe) they killed him {— 
* theſe eyes are always full of tears! 
„ how filly! for he will come again and 
e then they ſhall not tear him from me; 
« no! then we'll part no more!” 

' Often do the actions of the inſane bear 
the ſemblance of ſound reaſon—to de- 
velope the cauſe is impoſſible. Between 
four and five o'clock in the afternoon the 
nurſe having left the room, ſhe aroſe 
and dreſſed herſelf in hafte—when ſhe 
had finiſhed ſhe ſtole out of doors un- 


obſerved, and proceeded with all ima- 


ginable haſte to. St. Alban's-Street. 
Clareville was aſtoniſhed to fee her 
and the more ſo upon her expreſling a 
iſh to ſee Mr. Arley—this ſhe ſo for- 
cibly entreated that, though much againſt _ 
his will, he at laſt conſented to accom- 


pany » 
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pany her to Pall Mall; nor did he per- 


ceive the leaſt marks of wildneſs or inſa- 


nity in her conduct. | 
When ſhe came into the room where 
Frederick lay, at the fight of the coffin 
ſhe ſhrunk back, thrill'd with horror : 
in a few moments, affuming a degree of 
courage, walked cloſe up to it, and there 
with her hands claſped and her eyes fixed, 
| the ſtood looking ſteadfaſtly on the body. 
Clareville who had cloſely obſerved 
her the whole time, began now to be ap- 
prehenſive for her intelleQs, and to ſeri- 


ouſly repent his having complied with 


diſtreſſing ſight he thought abſolutely ne- 
ceflary, and approaching her for that pur- 
poſe ſhe ſtarted from the body with an 


heart-piercing ſhriek, and at the ſame 


moment a deep moan iſſued from the cof- 
fin—Clareville was ſtruck with infinite 


aſtoniſhment, going towards the corpſe 


with a look tinctured with ſurpriſe, and 


| her requeſt. To get her away from the 
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terror, a ſecond moan gave him . of 
returning life. | 

By the convulſed motion of her ws 
and features it was plain inſanity and re- 
turning reaſon were holding a ſtrong con- 
llict in the gentle boſom of Miſs Oſmond ; 
reaſon prevailed—Burſting into a flood 
of tears ſhe cried out, in an impaſſioned 
tone of voice; He lives!” and fainted 
away. 

Clareville almoſt bewildered with j joy, 
amazement and confuſion, ſcarcely knew 
which way to turn — His friend, his be- 
loved. friend, was not dead! ſome aſ- 

ſiſtance was immediately requifite—turn- 
ing to procure it, he there beheld poor 
Miſs Oſmond ſtretched upon the floor! 
they both wanted help, and there was no 
time for heſitation; taking her therefore 
up in his arms he carried her into the 
next room, ſummoning the houſekeeper 
to her attendance, and the other ſervants _ 
to remove their maſter into his bed. A 

| PN 
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phyſician was not forgot in the buſtle; 
one was ſent for, but before he came 


Frederick again opened his eyes to the 
no ſmall ſurpriſe and joy of bis friend 
and domeſtics. 

Arley looked aſtoniſhed at ſeeing him- 
ſelf thus ſurrounded, and aſked what 
was the reaſon of it, to which Clareville 
replied, they had been a little alarmed 
for his health upon account of his having 
ſlept ſo much longer than common, but 

hoped they had been miſtaken in their 
fears; that Frederick aſſured him was 

really the caſe as he never felt himſelf 
better than at that moment. 

While Frederick was getting up Clare- 
ville retired to ſee after Miſs Oſmond 
whom he found not only recovered of 
her fit but perfeQly reſtored to her rea- 
ſon—ſhe had a confuſed recolleQion of 
her recently diſordered mind, as alſo of 
her coming there, and Frederick's won- 


derful recovery—for which event her 
bluſhes 
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bluſhes plainly evinced the joy of her 
heart. 1 

Clareville congratulated her upon the 
coccaſion, related how well he had juſt 
left Mr. Arley, and that in a few minutes 
ſhe might expect to ſee him—the latter 
Information threw her into the greateſt 
conſuſion to be found by Mr. Arley at - 
his apartments ſeemed ſuch a degree of 
confidence ſhe could not bear to be ſuſ- 
petted of—ſhe therefore entreated Mr. 
Clareville not only to let her depart but 
to conceal from Mr. Arley the know- 
ledge of her having been there. Charles 
had too much ſenſibility in his compoſi- 
tion to enjoy the confuſion of innocence, - 
conſequently he promiſed to comply with 
her requeſt ; and as he concluded Lord 
Clareville's family would be much alarm- 
ed at her abſence, he inſiſted upon her 
accompanying him to St. Alban's-Street, 
where ſhe might conſult with Louiſa up- 
vl. e on 
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on ſome excuſe for her abſence, a 
beſt mode for her return. 

Miſs Oſmond readily complied, [nd 
leaving word with the ſervants to tell 
their maſter he would immediately re- 
turn, they ſat off together—The intel- 
ligence they carried with them was joy- 
ful news to Louiſa—after ſome little con- 
fultation it was determined that Miſs 
Oſmond ſhould return home in a hack- 
ney coach, and that when ſhe came there 
not to appear perfectly recovered, as by 
fo doing ſhe might, in a great meaſure, 
eſcape a number of enquiries, and pre- 
vent her coming out from having the 
appearance of any thing ſingular. 

The plan thus ſettled, a coach was 
fent for, and Miſs Olmond took her 
leave, but not before ſhe had made a 
thouſand apologies for her conduct, and 
Louiſa had requeſted a continuance of 


wat acquaintance which though ſtrangely 
began 
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began ſhe ſhould be no leſs defirous to 


cultivate. 


When Miſs Oſmond arrived in Berk- 
ley-Square, ſhe found the family much 
alarmed for her ſafety; they had dif- 
patched the fervants different ways in 
ſearch after her, and were very much 


pleaſed at her return—Perceiving her to 
be exceedingly weak, (which was by no 
means aſſumed) Lady Clareville ordered 
her to be inſtantly put to bed and kept 


with the utmoſt filence—nothing could 
have been more congenial to the wifhes 


of Mils Oſmond, as they gave her an 


opportunity to recover thoſe ſpirits which 


had been ſo variouſly and violently 
agitated. | 


As ſoon as Miſs Oſmond ſet out from 


St. Alban's Street, Clareville returned to 


his friend, whom he found ready to re- 
ceive him and apparently much better in 
health than he had left him on the even- 


ing previous to his falling into the trance. 
Charles 
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Charles had intended to keep the cir- 


cumſtance from him, at leaſt for a time, 
but herein he was miſtaken, Arley have- 
ing, by ſome means, came to the know- 
ledge of it previous to his return, and 
began almoſt immediately to converſe 
about it with the utmoſt eaſe and com- 


poſure— He was however a ſtranger to 
| Miſs Oſmond's viſit, and ſo Clareville, 


at her particular requeſt, left him, when 
he went away in the evening—taking 


alſo an opportunity of requiring the ſer- 
vants to do the ſame. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 
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